GEARS OF WAR 3 » The beginning of the end starts now! &
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Stealthy sequel revealed

> BOOZE! BABES! BRAIIINS!
S Blood-thirsty zombies invade Vegas
. and only you can stop them!
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are fearing Pacilic City apart. It's
up to you and your friends to bring

justica by any means necessary. Unique
multiplayer action leaps to explosive
new heights in Crackdown™ 2, with

A g suppart ﬁn*iuur-p]n'_rd er mnEpaplr:m
- campaigns and up to 16-player
M / A competitive action.
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Letter From the Editor

MEET THE TEAM

Greetings from New Austin

The sun's sefling aver the Tar mounlains., and
the vasi desert indrant of me is falling under o
weil of grays amid Blues. I'm on hoeseback, Irying
1o pol from one @nd of Rerar Austin to Je nexl.
Suddenty, on the side of the road, | spy two dead
horses atlached 1o a wapan, & lpaman isyelling
al me ta siop and help kim chase down ban
MNeeing Rigithees wa've jusl killed his min amd
his horses, 0o 1help Bim? Or do | brush him off
and keep an riding?

A1 1his poird, I been ginding asay at
Bocksiais weslem apusd, Red Dead Redemplion,
for anly acund v haurs, bus the feeling of
constant perll white Fm clomping around inits
wiant, lradess world reminds me of another game
1 hold near and dear bo my heart — Failow? 3.
Fed Dead's wide expanse of dangerous, relling
dosems dolled with rase gulpasts al crilization
it just ane A-bamb Sway from Faloor 3'S bleak,
unforgiving Capital Wasteland.

S, what does ary of e inessan babbling
hiave T B0 with you T Evergthing! The Taci thal
B Ao G 48 in wilklly dilfemny pesiods —

SCiM fiibare-Taintasy asd quasi-MeEnalized past
can wividly ilustrabe and captuee Taelicgs of
echilsration snd hopelesdnegs is vilal o means
that aur Tavorite habby can succesdfully take 1he
mechanics al samething fechnical and sjuffed

wilh pragramming language and shape (hem

QUESTION OF

inlo prodwects that coreey rest] immersion and
emobion, As gamers, that £houlkd make us peoisd.

Sure, these's gleays rocm lor pure adrenaling-

fueled butian-mashers 1hal place the burden
al narrative an your

chyilbm, skill, armd

Elecacticn — these are

the bypes of caperienors

we were mised on. But

1%'s a constant thall o

4pe hirey Far weve come.

THE MO

IF ¥YOU HAD fo combine two household items to make a
zombie-killing weapon, what would you create?

How abowt combining the constanl influx of unsoficited coupon books coming to ey house with a
|I|E|'|--P"-'I'ﬂ'i"ﬂ scamnar? DoesnT faund tog Sepdly reghl mow, Bul imagine Lhe davings! And with all
that new disposshle income, | cowld fusd @ blo-engineered super-ammy to take doven the zombies
wehile | chill oe at some resort villa In the " 7one.”

Oh no, the staff seems to be multiplying! RUN!
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hesd s explcede.

Alaina Yoo

MR AGING LITOE

HWgna hadl oo rombdne bevi s cetek] s 18 maie b
dprvrbilbrg weazer, whal sl yos ranie

1 prafes o Loy o' s weapenny (a88 Klest (e Tewm,
Blry 305 v, s P ¢ e 3 Raambia with 3

lzed pravewat Hade. The smuk waald b o sflcibe
il alow i oo Ak h W Eoat- A T Ty

Taylor Cocke
SIPER TN

02 DFFICIAL B0 MAGAZIME / wonw oxmonlines com £ At #2010

remm——

| XBOX

Inaue 113 = Apgust 2000

Wik
TEFCH M CHTF Finsieic Nepes
ENDCLUTRL EONTDE Doy Caban
B LTOE P MG a oy
FEAPRES ECITON Kivin W, Badlh

NN L NTOH Rlsine Tew
LINFOMAL SUPEH POIERN Tayler Cothey
Linrodaa) ConTRELTONS:

B E Ealedl, Wike Chassel, B Bladk,
Firgr Clwron, Marry Gdsen, dredras Mapswd
i Hi ki, Civsadi L, Dl Didske, WO P,
Wikl Baparar, Fe fiarieg Maghas Wil

P TUAES
EETCSICTA Duwvkd Dorden
CORTERLTING DL SORER SFPvlvts
OB TR L LU TRETOE By Loche
CORTREUTING FHOTOLALFHEE larnla Waran

Ll L]

, GARILSAGROLE Fllic=lf Lalsy Corten
W, RALES b WS EE TIL Faeill {Catst  o
s i e o
CECCUTHE D48, PMTCLEATLD SALES Mais Hewi
abur] Plalassr v

SATEIHAL SALLS WNAAGER RS Ligsy
lagaydfuizrees com
ERi REDCHAT CRTETDS Card iiand
A il @ el ateat cam
EF A Bl S MR dnibei i1 d4rmale
[ FT o P e e ]

TH PEIET CORAIE H MARATEE s Slpkdinan
sardrarisdsemrany

AR N TP, TR AT Hadal Mapla
e ] e B BT

Rl Favnil b Asdies AelE-A8T
‘wermin sngFkremn ros

SECOUNT FAF iy A B didel
Ja e bk E

PR TIIN
PRODULTION DIRECTON Michasd Helnler
FHEIETIN CODRENLECH Lahs Lew
PR GEDER CODATINATES. Link Shas-Wars

COALUMER HANEETHG
[EEECTOR DOMSLMDE RAEHITHG itich Moturiby
W SRR [FHEC DOH (BT ey
CORSUVER MASKITING CPTARNOAS (IR, Liss Asdisr
RENEVEL b DHLLING MARAGDS Wike HEI
OLESHESS WARAGEE: Dillet Kiger
SR OHLUNE CONSUBAEE MARRETING MGR, buwsibe Sinknar
CUETOMER SIAWICE RAHASET Wika Frassics

HUERCHIFTION LR EE P ol s o §o b af
nen marard s b rere s rad ol
AT I T L Al i ol L T TRED
R L e e o e Ty SR
e, o 53 Sy

BACH FFLE: Te poow’ Dads s poiss a0
o o R

FelF R PR Voo erpeed s, o e Bege o Maraapeesgrd By
o TAT e S e A,
FRRN: L5032 T
0I5 Tunse L e il gl reladved. Feoredudl s @ el
e T T e T
Slemy ks arr Bakrerack s o M| Frepmesd e o e Decded
i R R T g T L]
Wrbriria T B il Ly i aend e g s e D g of
e ma L

FUTURL US. iND.

AN Wb tet g |,
Soiadr o [0, Bt

Trarcinca, T 340080

i FUSHEIN DT

Future g .S

PALUTERT Joke Marnen
VECE PHI url-n-l, TFi1 u_'-u_
Wi ALk sy T

¥E Tl T I.i'-ll LSl T mlﬂ-n-hl

b u\.lili. Fuillbiey Cunlen
WP FLCHALIONG Bale IE;

CRCEITVE DREDT0A, GEMES by
FLHTOSIAL [RFTER, R Rl Todinaki
ECHTCMLAL :'IIII.'II:FHI:D'-' o Fhillgs
“A [AECICR Al p el ed Dra s
VT ITN el o ] o Pl e PP g e ot iy
e L T T e e
Y = Y TR
IFRFLAE U b N h F e, el i el el
el eyl mbenr el Bud e @ pirorere b e on wd

ay paaiohs rwraw shany (R0 e gy, &4 g, I-“-Il
B O Svirdl & Pk LB L Foiacs. dinl fLih Dve
LF o e v of P rag T T sl et @
) SR ORI A Tl el

RO TR T AT CHAALY Aadei Pasry

(HEF ECECUTTVE Pevie
IR FIRANTE AEECTOR John Dyeman

T el IR AT e Nl EeT




FOR 30 YEARS, THE COVEMANT HAVE BESIEGED OUR CIVILIZATION,
ANNIHILATED OUR CITIES, AND GLASSED OUR PLAMETS. IT ENDS HOW,
ITENDS WITH YOU. VOLUNTEER FOR SERVICE AND FIGHT SIDE-BY-5IDE
WITH THE FIERCEST WARRIORS THE HUMAN RACE HWAS EVER KHOWN:
THE ODST. JUMP INTO HELL—FEET FIRST. AND WHEN THE COVEMAMNT
LOOH TO THE HEAVENS AND SEE OUR JUDGMEMT RAINING DDWBM, THEY
WiILL UNDERSTAND THAT HUMANITY'S LAST BREATH IS NOT S0 EASILY
EXTINGUISHED—AND THEY WILL KNOW FEAR.

PREPARE TOD DROP

R
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WHY WE LOVE BEING GAMERS IN AN XBOX WORLD
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& <0< | MESSAGE CENTER

Wou can shood this lion with a
gun via your Nbox controller,
just nod with a gun-shaped
gomlraller,, g it¥

------ o i . — : % HI i) - ;
- HAVE SOME
» Léave your rirearm a e (011 ] R ouzsions or
COMMENTS TO
] f remember Nintenda's Duck Hual = the old 16-bit shooter? 1 was PN
O any of yau remember Minter S A i CONTACT US!
reminiscing with a fellow samer and wondered if the Xbox 360 will ever have a game
with a gun cantroller. Maybe someane can release ane for Wedern Worfare 27 — William EMUAIL
ML;I;F‘“WII
We say: Prepare to enter the rabbit hole! During o demao eariier this year for a hunting ; ." 3
title, we asked the presenters why the Wil was getting a gun peripheral for the game M
: i p . ; FORLINAS
hut the Xbox 360 wasn't. They told us Microsoft doesn't allow gun peripherais, When tpe/ forume. xbo com
we asked Microsoft for confirmation, they wouwldn't confirm or deny, but rather fold us: @'
“It is our goal to meet the demonds of Xbox 360 users while providing o wide array B
af opltions o bes! suil our gaming and enterfainment experiences. We offer a diverse g b
portfolio of accessories for gamers to choase from.™ We'll frust our original source 3
then, but it does seem a litHe ironic given how popular shoolers are an the consale. TWITTER
Rl o e i
4 |FYOL LIKE THIS LETTER, YOLU"LL LOVE... 1R game (ompanies are altes 1ha Holo MWD mongy, &0
Im wriding bo capress my coenplete disgust al the direction 1bey'll change one of the maost gene-defining pioness in
that condedes gaming is goirg. The latest Ghos! Becov: Kbse Livve gaming Lo accommsdd ate 1ha agenda. — Benmie
Futore Soldier (May 20010 0UA) i% a min between Geors
af Warand #adern Warfare 22 That*s an abomination. Wi say: s ise'tnecessomy the oose winh Futune Sobdicr,
Players of host Becon and Hale are 21 apposile ends of But remmember that this kind of thimg happens in every
The gamang specinsm; g groug likes realicm, the athes imdusdry: Feoyle 2@ Fan s slanade hur sepanaie feabases
nal as myuch A ey fi g e, Thar™s eehip welis pog s ik Jdiees
Felwre Soickier incorporaling $ci-f bedhnolagy Towd fie foai e pisde o pouv grocery Hory yoo sed Aape-Pim-
in tecent gamses (cloakirg: Halp 7, AV s a remindes Nertarkae- Faar soasochinss, The bond Airdinsiose was
cmonlinecom & .I'I.Jr|L =t 2010 SERICOUSLY, THOUWEH: E sy of uewanied [o scceg] bebeny for Being

Pubsaly dereiefanrah o i Sdleofel SLale. wnl'd g mils okl
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THE SHAME MONSTER =
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05 sl Games!™ [May 2070 O
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thip mainstream,”™ Everyihiog you say beme i
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5 ¢
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b irrsEnpents
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< SLOW RIDE, TAKE IT EASY

People are getting carried away complaining
about commuzing In roleplaying videozames.
Thary wahini all the time ab=aut thirgs like having
o nen ewenpahere in s £ffect and not being
anle {1 fast-iraeed whille indanrs im falloi 2.
Whatewar happened 1o Laking the scenic route?
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I sperd ranning smpend Fodieg hidden doeoes in
rraurdains, but | don't think | mirded it a5 much
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PLAYLIST

WHAT'S
YOUR
lavorite
custom
soundtrack
for wour i |
favorile ————
xbox 360 game? Emall
yiour five-sang playlist,

the game it goes

with, your Gamertag,

and a digital pic of

yourself to letters@
officialxboxmagazine.

cam with the subjecl

lime “KOXM Play List."

GAMTRTAG MINIATURE SUN 1*"'5
SARE DAMTE'S INFERHD Ll
|

PLEYLIET "METRIBUTEN -___'._-'-,,.J

1. “THE E¥IL THAT MEH DO™
IROH MAIDEN

2. "HOTHIMG ELSE MATTERS"™
METELLICA

3, “THE NUMBER &F THE
EEAST"™

ROM M&IDEM

d. WY SPIRIT WILL GO QN
DRAGOMPORCE

1, "BETRAYAL-FORGIVERES S
APOCALYETICA

Detailed instiuctions on Baw
be campost waste fom aur 41]‘@

bereily bulding-laciliins beam.

Questionirg why gans aad
el e e b s la ke
Thuit™s a o of infod o L gn

push thepshs your Inbemast fu
ranneclion at once, byl e lee
your impallience

boimar.

KIES misgalfans whes sanl

Sdrdaniials o hi Band f-dimbiis 1“&

Cnidliod i Aok Band Ko#
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Edgiar pemarig | arr
W ers se2king a

summer inieraship at
24"}'& OUAS, Mayhe we shogld

&AL A |r'=_ I pngram
Instead of just using
halbas froes 1Bse nearky
Liain dapol

Theores on where the
naEl Fallosdt should Eake

'D pla e, with Hew Yark
/0 City an overwhelming
Fronirunmer, We'n pat

siire if than's good of
Bad Tor Hawse Yok

Do R'T B0 IT: Yoa) fefiniedy shigldn' wayich the Siar Bors movdes in e rical serier, Vi

st wordher whep (b L3 Threp wens 55 gonad
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Breach arms vou with dozens of clever new

tactics that aren't possible in eny other mihitary
shooter. Collapse bulldings and balcomes. Punch
holes through Moors. Shoot individual bricks out of
walls. It's the first game with enough destruction to

change the very nature of multiplayer combat.

Coming Soon to Hbox LIVE® Arcade.

BREACH

— L= __- o — — 3 - ﬁ:‘_ _\l-.

More intel st breachgame.com /

® xB0x360 - ATOMIC

&30 Bareer Garmers. Adorc o5 3 rexgisioned racma wnd Braich b o kit 5! Sioreg Garwn. Yhos, Nber 350 S Lve, and the b kogos wte rademirks of tha Micvnsd peoup of comparser and ave mid pader Bowrae rom Mmoo




Tha keybeoard
peripheral can
double as a MM
keybaard; thera's
& MID|=out jack
included on it

Rock Band 3

Tickling the ivories

- Elshm SEI - F :

1175 b= a BN liene £
It Binally happened. Harmonb, the
music game maesiras, showed
ofl Bock Band 5 Tar e it
time — and this (hird Gip back
i thie s1age brings a bag of hrand-noe ticks
wil® il Ky baand
feEn plateky e iweifase siele the spoilighi
and gt s ready 1o b ne bard back tapelhaer,
Bt helors we got the headlingre — P
Made and keyboards (seethe protobppe of the
periphsal al right] — 1he Barmanix folks wanled
s B0 ko they'd Been listening 1o gamars
ceensshere. Frss, ihem’ll be na mare wail bmie
T dnlks to casualhy drop into a multiplayer band
meenl: Fock Boal Firtrasdudes an “geershall.
which is aleays present on the menu s{reens
and k15 friereds Lo irdo yaur pamy, dfama-iree
Trera'll b2 a persistent bar at the boam of the
gy wilh Shals, w0 il e Tiend wanls 1o join, They
ran simply plug in their insbriment and sorall
1A I!:ll o WETY 12 'I:II:'II.‘-i'JI' PR g

ng, big

i1
|

HARDE-0f

m al-new Pre Mode, and a

14 DFFICIAL KB MAGAZINE

for the first time

i ' s § 1 S 1 F- phoa runderyg Bl |

o sl Bass, Werals, Dingme
pamip o Board, Futipke guifaris s ared 1he
can hoak up dach vene lichhe fuss, 1178 a featging thal
& pioraspd, and wene
happy to see il come o fack Bard 1
Alsn on deck s a cne
Wl d Tenir rsnnds
Eanl Challenges o gou wan't feel gragped
mi il '|i!:||'. - 4r, warse, mulliwees
commilmsenl “Irs like Basd Wesld Tos
Maria Fard

L0 Keyheadds 1 Teasalale gaae us 20 eeample of this, autlining (ke
possailiby that pemhaps the apening band befone
VORI WAS 3 “Cr3pY cpening act,” and now you're
[orcid ba play song chanees mame accurstely o
g0 into cverdrive more often ba win the crosed

-I'e\. At '] -

(1]

Laas ] yiir's Ganifdy Hero

At ly raslructiieed

that lers o Cusiomize 1hs g

marathion al periormances Ir'.'CL-'l.' st ain fimee.
And what absoul Carpper moda? Fovk

B 3 v

wiay you might

¥." says lead designes Dan Teasdale, Eilima new
¥ou'l sel up the number of gigs, songs, and
other Tactors so the enlise leur could, feasibly,
B s fleted in ond evening; thiene's ol
al mplagals ol diffenang
tamakakde slemions,

O o Tomar, your slage
opfammanies will inlude
sleraslian wilh judges
arl awariable audience
alfestie by distato

ahjertives lor emry EIE

I wailh Che amdiun

FAugusl 2070



A e liktle indlcator om thie Band
mter shews whe's reckiag Pro
And wha's ned, in addition to the

O, hella there, Pro Mode gwitar! Expect fo learn
hirw to pull off specfic, real chords. Harmanix
claims that fecus groups learned basic guitar

| chops after oae hour with Pro Mode.

“there'sa girl” thatfi.
= e == =

there'sa girl thatrlts_r .
LA

% % )

%
<

in Fro Mode, you'll be expeched 1o use Hi-bat netes indicate cymbal sbrikes If
thee entirety of ife keyboand spectrum you're wsing them on your drum kit.
like a real piano player?

'_,'_,_ You can wse wvery dewnlosded track from emlier games in
4 - Rock Bond 3, a5 well as almost all previous dise songs.




TRACKMANIA!

THE AIRST TRACKS announced as appearning in Reck Band 3 run the gamut

of pop, rock, and well, RAWE. While the final song list will include over 80
different choices, and each song includes note charts for the keyboards,
we're diving in to see which tracks make those forced piano lessons

from childhood worth it — and which ones are best suited for time spent

: multitasking (ke making dinner between brief appearances on stage).
-—=|:5F—-—- Better yet — try those keyboard-lite songs on Pro Mode difficulty!

s expect. Iestead of mersdy =grinding sangs,” THANKS FOR THE BUMP IT UP
claams Teasdale, you'll facus o Finlshing Caresr PIANO LESSONS, MOM! | TO PRO MODE!

Ly &npliing skill. 11°5 & made girsed a1 oo
plarpirs: il B given hundreds of goats duing METRIC | RILO KILEY

: e - s v - =
swonir plasthiodsh in arder o garn more fans. &nd Cambat Baby | Parfions for Foxes

the o Falks i Lo inls L=, the more HI“HT RANGER THEM CEOOKED VULTURES
rewands open up — like g2ining access o lhe 23- “Ciehar Christian™ | “Dead End Friends™

imsaartant Band van in andier 0o resgh nes voniges |

Irs Ehis weaay, 15 nok so diferent from previous Sack THE cunE | “'"Hl HEHBHIF

Band games, bt it's not just abaut putting in “Just Like Heaven™ | “tresstown Traffic

time; "5 abaul impaaying yous £3me, Hamanis THE vl"!s

waznis Caneet 10 make o a Besier plager. And GUE EM “cet Free™

don't Frel oo much il you e beginnes| 1y can “Bahemlan Rhapsody™

gl yaur skills up o Medicom difGo@ty am all 1he THE WHITE STRIPES

dilferenl indlrumerds, you shoukd be just fine ?'."A.'S.H Hﬂl:_“'ll'll | “The Hardest Butten te Butten™
That keyoaard was still siting there thraugh Walliin® on the Sun | pIO

l the 1alk abaut Cammer and Band Woald Toar, WHITESNAKE | “Rainbow in fhe Dark™

Alver Lakiceg 17 1of & whirl on Medsaim difhiculby “Here | Go Again”™

an hesh a Dig bk and Queents "Bohemian | IDA MARIA

Zhapsody,” we can horestly report it felt great. HUEY LEWIS AND THE “hh My Cod

A5 BiEginmais, youd" e anly eapected m alay with NEWS

ane harsd an che s of e colorcoded Risgs., “The Bpwer of Love™ T'Jﬁ.ﬁ'.:ﬁf.ﬂ"aﬁlra"

Paaniber color-coaded sen o ks axicns far Pan- E

handed playing.) H leels incredibly natural, but i SPACEHOG | JAHNE'S ADDICTION

you plan on geing to Expert-land, you may want “In the Meantime" “Been Caught Stealing™

1o invest in the Madcatz-made sand, Slinging JOAN JETT

the kevboard around yous neckwith the included THE DOORS u F e TRT
"Hreak On Through™ I Love Rack ‘N Redl

strap shauld cnly be advised far those mcking
ane-handed tonirols. Or "80s enihusiasts. PHOENIX STOME TEMPLE PILOTS

And forihie hardest af the hardooe — of those “Plush™

kagking i justily 1R coiless Boors spend wilh
; J : OZZY OSBOURNE

plastic insfnuments — Rack Baed T packs in P ey
Crazy Train
Moce, Teasdale jokes, somi-sesipuesly; ™#e'ne ¥ :

“Lagso™

Irgirg b0 answar the guestion of “dhat's the
I*=**ini pel 7™ Harmones hopes thal Pro
Muode ansvaers 1Ris gupstiom By tgaching wou
actual charls Gn goitsrn, real cyrmthal pameplay
on cmis, 2nd senous two-handed playing
on keyhioards, “¥olW Be ployisg aLtdal nabes,
it real gong |on keyhoards),”
claims Teasdake, Py Gustar mode,
an Lhe ather Band will b i
thiord shapes, which fin canjurction
with using thi Pro Meistang guitar
ranlealler) will canieilngte 1o hacis
sEl-ned buibding.

“Prg Mgcke won' Jurn yiou
N A Wi rpoEd guilar played.”
Teasdale caulions, =Marne like carp-
live playess,™ Modid, But wilk all the
naw Lk, B i migdi-g, &ni
inslrumenls 1 learn — no wories, ¥e'me here o
have fum and b looks ke Rock 2and 2 5 56110
delimr i, — Francessa Reyes

|
-
-

-

48k LD DL ORI E O OnAT SRS DD SRIE W TS, il Lk O 18 Cucil e
gapfianges i orling Baries fahers e o Tt or pleh 10 e P ideonk pege vy PR el
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Wasl to learn is play guibar for real?
Power Gig AimE Lo pul you on the path.
LAR

Power Gig: Rise of the

TF i 12 3% Sladhad

] The cpening guitar riffs of Erii
F.”i Clapton's classic “Layla™ come
‘:-:j;-:*_}ﬂ pouwring out ol a T maonicar in a
HANDSH

Sl Erdead ] pdm

- L "
Rl Ll cal

wai ki |
direklicks vaildly in (b &0 geer g s el
sensies & our Feel &L FAEL the ol ain’

Pty = it fakes 15 some fime 10 fEung oul how

to pasiticn and Fald the lelt and rghl daurslicks,

and make the diempad derdees pick them up
careitly as we barg oo nothing but air. Buf i's
A ey inkemesting spin o 1 gifdal miosic gase
i Rik Se wfi.

And “Crapy™ is probably the gre-wsed
summary that sest describes developer 745
Saudias” ambitious new take on the music game
tatepary with Power Gig: Rise of the Sicitning,

A new challenger enters the arena of rock

5 xioler 3010
Ginfar Hera's latesy may be headsd in a more
lTantasy direction, while fock Sand 3 expands
e gracli

anal k- n" =gl selmp with beybaands
[arm skher fealures [see pe. 14)0, bl Powey
g —v 1Ifs gpsiari-siyle nofe charts and nesy
lake gn plastic ingbrumsens
siaking ouf incredibly different temilcny.
Example ¥1: The guitar that comes with ihe
pame is mol just some plastic axe. Fug it into an
dmpEa ridl I B Ingn A neal, 51x-55n 'l:'_-"'\-\.‘l elecnne
gultar, Thanks oo 1he inclusion of a Chording

seems like it's

Wode, Fa5 encouragss you 1o wie the insirumend

1o ledrn meal-lile chaords, hopstully brdging ibe
T2p batwean gaming s viriual mus<lans and the
mial thing with encugh perssienie

Exampse §2; The Alrsirike dnams, Well, 1hey
ann'maally *grume.” per oz, but the elfectively

Jet's *She"s a Genlus™ will ba a playabls song in ke !.K

e

18 UFFICIaL XBOX MAGAZIME &

£ Auguat 2010 FIRST ACT: M5 Studes

Fas1 &ry. Foravs i

drumless sehsp — with the smallisized dngmpad
LTS0S, & set ot ™ i.'E"u_ £n rasse them Gl ghe
{4l [Tighi| i'.u =L b, I'wo kick pedals. and tne
drameiicks clears 1had: Clutled Bn o lhveng
roodm By naoi hoecbng @nother rnassive den ki
ri thie space. Bt as wath che guitars hieavier
Dy and épal EINFTES, e pxpeching g prelby
shep Ieaming cune 1or Inyone steppsng up

i0 Powssr GigTs inbriguing challergs. Duaring oaur

hands-an e wilk bath inslruments, il was chear
vee'd nasd much mces lime than a quick demo
fowrap owr heads around how Bess 1o fackls this
ricw musical heast,

Badt wath Do Matrheds Band. Erc Claplan,
am Kid Bock on board with Power Gig and the
aplian for a vocalist 1o join in, its a challenge
we're definitely up for. = Francesia Reyes
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Vanqulsh

You'll hare plenty of
chianoes o pllot battie
g on 10p &l yaur
arsenal of weapons.

The fast and the furluus

P LIS 5 10 HEE: S=gp VEL
- Mancus Fenlx, Soap M Tavish
1 n! i fehaster Lhiel. As Far a5 rough
"y | meumble, tesiosterane-fucled
|

Shohler: game P arthatyhies g
these guys are the [Foee spikes
ot Che destied rrifscla of steely, gravelly-waiced
asi-kickers, The last thing vou would ever pécbure
Enem doing ina hghd fo sawe the Ireedom ol
mankind is._acrabatic face-pounding Nourishes.
We'll leawe that Bor Fengedsd's b
=am, That's right. He's so tough,
a lnsy niais

HAMES 0k

Sa FELA TS T |
hi dasasn'T nesd
Baf rer,

WL, actually, we lied, Sam s meally a
badass; hes jus] a seper-smar, Chain-smoking
sientist wilk & crapy Tubunislic Suit that makes

20 OFFICIAL EEDK MAGAZIMNE & w

1 Gasrasr = MULTIE 5 H =T SF DATE: Worl 191

him |.|'\.'_ Sirane, and, veill, Dadasc, Ik ar Gular-

HTHSE Aflack i Am
of @ 1 Beii
= io the battleheld im the fomm ol his selt
creafed, proprielary baflesuit. &nd after aur time
innling arcand in it, we can say — hasd on hean
fhis is ane serigus piele al galacig amg

Farl shooier, pai super-stybsh acllon game,

£l - 1% L

1 &4il,

1is khigh-teih

wair SLarced our har
uft 1o Baltle, Qs @
wahispered some adwice: wo pilany lhins game

ke 3 siraighi-ahead shooler. o proba by won'l
el wary [ar.” We've haard 1he sams line during
demes of ofher rames brelore, bus Kanquish

F Epgusl 2000

F- Aapoteme, Geadrd A ar, balkendine il i)

mearss il Runnirg a
of the vway, Bl
LI
SAET oo Aapmented Eeality, 1s what Vangeush
calls ihae supermuman anilimes your bailesis]
Ehves wold, What it mgans to o in thy oonbext
ol the gameplay is the ¢hance to badsi-chde an
vour knees al crapy speeds from coeer 10 Gower
urn il inkn some enemey Tace-Kicking. You'll
[ ru o muns ani prenades :'l.| WU
disposal land even mounlead furrets?), bul using
AR beds wou guickly duck inamd ol of combasg.
Huf super speed i= only ane part of what your
porwers affood pou. Hitting the Left Bultan allows
yioll T ool arpund, byt pressing Lal Trigaer

Al gurming will gel you half
Sl U E SLafe 10 &5

il i Sadil"s

Sl N % Erutia

TR




Using your battlesult's powers comes . y ik . rF.-_i;nl’-Tl"'

In [ist as hamdy for evading atiacks
as it i5 for offensive maneeers,

New School

WHO WAS IT that said that
there’s moth T Linder
EnE sumn; Medne Very
wise, because no matler
how original

r;'l_

‘anguisk’s lightning-
guick action serye
fresh twist on the
category, but Sam's roots
are showing!

VIEWTIFUL JOE
SAMECUBE [CAPCOM, 20035

Youi ksiow hat glant mechanical '
splder boss? This is actually its PGS
poeeriul end form, GAMEICLBE (CAPCOM, 2003}

GLARS OF WAR
ABDN J&0 M RDSRAF T, S0HGE

"
siem
VANQUISH
HBY B60PED (SEGA, 20100

Whibs in 1his [e1pack-siyle msdde s i sl figh-kick, letfing you pick them off with you Thes weas o better evidence than inthe
meabian gour way Inte a ene-sided gunfehl ar & =il ane By cne as ther Bl IFvau stonp share af derno-linishine TEhl arainst & giant mechamica

FaCe-li-Tac o with an enemy-piloled Thuis ol irdo & ¢ roevd s tHoae il LT, ol jake yojder-like boast. Sh ing ikl 1o
bemporany reareee from the L el 1 ¥n the aclean For easier nind s while pel-slsding fiam cover poind 10 € oer
Baallet 34 wi wid ks in confest with how you . Usang your Aggmeniad Reality quickly aiant, we briefls immohilize AT s
want [ il anid wihen iF cnients kel ps 10 sLave all depleling trigper AR for somic extra fime 1o areed] angd blasy
£o0m | a cied Ol Fussian robots [vou wour endire AR resanee, LIse il oo g (WG 14 weakest point (Hs glossy reid, deathBeam.
ardl Your acLoenpanying Lrodps may be human, ga, and you'll hawe to wait far it 1o rechange, Tha snooling eyey. Avoeding s atacks and keeping
Eut im the gfctinm al the gare e played, pou’e renults 5o far are dizry nply 2Crabatic, fasr &t hll, i3 Ehi FiehE moard evenfually taking it down,
ghting a feel of mechanical Busskies) and, and hiy = "5 alse pal the makings of being a fourt
v bt LT, thes"ll Seaner wup imlos Ehe air lrom your damn fime thooder te Bood. vaar] move, — Francesca Reyes
._ .I' SucH ¥ r= oy furgust H070 ! F OFFICIAL XEOX MAGAZIMNE Zi




s wou lewed up, you an improve your
hasdling with ¢elaia wWeapens 6 & handy
skill-tma that uslocks new abllitles, 4

Oh, those darn
fedoats! Always
with 1he meddiing
and wanking to gel
swashbuckied!

irates of the Caribbean:
rmada of the Damned

Choose your own (seafaring) a-:tventure

PLAIFOAR: Kban 380 = PUSLISHEE Dinney Inésncibee

ou hawe come big choices on
vour plate — dediding he fale
54 & Small bul papulated island
o cprsed narkses chopld oot Be
taken lighthy. 5o what kird of
noean:inieeling pieaie il wai b7 W meceniby
had & chance 1o play both sides of ®rafes of ke
Coribean; Argag o of the Damimed™s gocsd fesil
fliziibloon loe airselyes, and harh end feculls
warg dramatic and pieaniciag for the sprawling
upen-seas BRG,

&b tnie stam ol e dema, we annse on a sani
saepl frapical slacsl anly 16 e greated by the
msiden] Iribe"s shaman — a once-paoud leader
sioaly bing taken owsr by a ratker cunious

curse that fransforms its viclims into pircered

Hit IS0

22 DOFFICIAL B MAGAZIMNE ¢ wowwroxmonline com

DEVTLOME: Prepagacds Siudlas ALILT

trab creabares, He begs us to find & gold idol
that can save his people. Interestingly, yous
interaction with the chief can ke dramatically
diMerant depending on whelberyou're sirolling
dosn ihe Legendang (aming you as & s,
eapskhibisgkling b ar Dregded (asting pou in
amuch more revened, bud =nisier lighdh paihi.

Az g osprinhtly Legendam pralagonist, your
foerwersdliGn Skews much morewitly, wilh plenty

f‘ '-_."-:_.ﬂll !"-_."_ |"i‘"|| J= '- I-iﬁ“-.
vour character w |
minimum .:'-'| iff ¢

& Auuguest 2010

AT Na = BEDLLASE IDATT

ARFH=-REPGEE: Dy |"¢-\.'.\,

pring 2003 =003 FANS OF Mope Dffect, b ckling

of snarky, HanSolo swagger and kengihier,

maore info:packed dialoguee, Bl ifyou'se choson

the Oreaded roube, yowr chamches wlll kbeen

chatlineas o a minimum and rilf on dadeer {ores.
Coradisagiom in'l fhe anly distinguishirng

rad saparating lhe tevo campe, howeser; how

yoid andbe pour blade and pistal in cambat

{eels imcredibly different as well, As 3 Legendary

hera, youll have a umigque sek of power moves

F,- aded route,
[ﬁ ’I|:.til 1(*55 LI::J a

aar [ones.

reR eE g 1""" Sl rh J00UR Rk LT A0 POl 1D Tl To LN

oy Usrerwnd ilo a pramaer BPL aludkic



and ahilities bo call upan. Taking on a set o
curse-trarsfamed islanders, voii're abla 1o
prezyte the siardard haavy ard light allacks,
owen thaosding in a pisicl shot o teg G lar-rargs
measure, Cepect plenty of Aounshes and fancy

vour gland cutlass. 1§ vou pley as Oresded, S
grace an the hatilofiedd snl nearky as fancy, bul
thal Hrishing miove s replaced |

1y A supenhaey

wham-bsm Iram the anchor ch
2nee vl reached ihe solden idal, we e a

chenice to make, [en cgas Lhe fursed jsland

by reluming the statue 1o the willagers? O &0 vas

cauirtel away the precious letem for aursslans

1o sell back on the mainland for mega-hicks?

YoUr Seisinn opens sip a chain ol new quesls

and possioilites, bl they'll ditler dipanding oo

whach o fhese aptions you chogle, We ined both

and learned that if we hoarded the |dal, 1ha ardire

telardd wanild Fall uisdar the Curse and amy refurn
i laner it the game guasantesd hot, moken,
larwa-y badness, But o Legendany and you're free
1 came B3k far e lv-unlesked gussts from
the appreciatiad nagive popalace, Either vy,
wvae're pretly mipressed at what's cookin® inthe
Cannhean, — Francesca Beyos

AL B-EEHEE
ha's b

e fi o Sk

. lll':'ll 1T Lk

iy eES

TRON: Evolution
Dreaming of electric sheep

FLATFORN: Elwas 340 = PUBLISSTR; Diusey Inbernciive
BELEASE DaTE=- Hellday 3010 = MIE [AKS
Chasing a nedn-clad avatar of Mavs

fernimis Lanlasy Oraa Wilde through

a spadkling, sprrading slecirified
plagground isn™ A% easy as il wesms at firsk
¥ouwe got giand leaps (o make batween
susperded platfonms a5 well &3 plossy, soit
shined walls o run across in ander to een gar
close to ber, Amd this i5 just 1 putarial Nos
Disney's moreie Lie-in game, TRON: Bvaiwion.

HMandling like 3 hilgh-fech, C¥harspa e Pamee
o Persia, o have 10 i e Lene Yerious
acmhalic moves in arder o nzvgabe TROANS
strange new woild, Wou'll 3cale high ohstacbes
with a few simale, fnpthmic butlon presses
while wall-dathing acress flooriess chasms (o
get argund, Bul wou'll also be doing hand:to
hamnd battle against bobs that sparem fros £ iacks
Inthie wirus sicped onvinen mengs

.Iﬁillg e |_l;||||_|||_-ll;._ Emdand pounds, and
vour handy ranged disc anacks 1o take e

Evalutian's story leads inbo the plot
of Legacy (the Film). Olivia Wilde is an
kend as Quarra, your bovely confidant.

1 1337, ard

August SUTH A wvew

DEVELCPER: Propdgardi Studied. ~m
Frieceaf Feniz s

TFLAYTR Ter

reabdt i, Figh 1ec® wioab art-vina sz

enemies, you'll also have 1o makes good use of
“healing™ enengy siips alang (he walls, Inone
arga, wie Townd ousselas in a (lased srenas of
wans hattling a ssemingly endless siream of
autnmatan baddies, To retharge aur beallth, we
had towall-rum to reach (hese skips in betawien
beating down cybeschumps,

Aut the pame™s real deal ©oimses w IR
Take 1o your gharwing light cycle and race al
breakneck speeds aomss crumblieeg racks, a
whille paking and shoaling a1 enemies rying (o
keep up with vou. s TROW s signaiure sigi,
and it's glofinus, The eady wersion we played
didn't have all 1he fne louches implemended,
Ihaugk, so were hoping when all's sald and
dome, these sgenarios will lve wp 1o the techie
{antasy of buth the old-school and uptoming
Hlick theg're based on. 'Wiith a gersmus holiday
releEase winddw, lisme's an TRONS sjd=. and
we re primed {0 500 miie, = Frandesda Reyes
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We'n actually walting for fellopt: Mew Rene, where mukated
yorslons of Lionel Richie and Carrod Top perform.

m

Fallout: New Vegas

What gets irradiated in \Iegas 5ta1.r5 in Vegas

* FLAIFCAN: Eban 380 = PUHLISSEE: Beifeads Sollearks

When you're about to enber

a casing during the post-

apacalypse, the last thing you

wani to susrender a1 1he dood &5 all

waur firearms. Who noes iFyo'll
nead pour handy assaul ifle 1o gun doan Somae
erant mailarms or nidlso milicany extremists, But
a5 v SLATL Gur Fands-ce lime witl Fallout: Mew
Vegios, we realize we have ta do just that.

Wandering an abbresiated section of the

Tarmsl Wegas Stiip — Cemplete wilh dnaken
S-to-%ers fralicking in a waler fpuniain — we hop
Inta Tops, a nearby casing, ondy 1o be greched
Ly & €ler® bhind the ront desk, Absclulely no
waapons an allovwed past the enlry poink, bt

HARIIE Ry

24 OFFICIAL EEO AAGAZIND & woorey

aEniprtanmend = MULTIFLAFIR) Ho ~RELEAS

O bl o

veith our Soeech skill akifclally inflabed for demo
ERIMEEn S, Wi manage 1o alk Qur way in with g
pistal. The grectersill “owerinok™ the pistal il you
iy wieii cands ieghil, Bl arsy Bgger gais Bannd 14
Evie € g b
Onee you're inside the joing, you're free
L0 ignore Any massion maskers on yaur map
display and wander the gambding floor. fow can
lose wads of chips at @vergthing ranging from
slot machings to rouleite fo Black Jack. IF ¢ou
win loo many times, [hough, prepare for lhe
casweno's musche-bound management to wwing
g and “Lege” wau o cash owl yowr sinnings.
‘We Ery our hand 2t warious differend games, and
the Obsidian rep on hand mentiors that in the

™ Rugust 2070

1D Hasg plie o Sl =g

DAT

2 0AYS Th VEGAS: Sose] Rrioss paime
S

T; Fadl 101 FOR FANS Q1 prbdirg, [Fee peasd- e a lg s

final game, wou Can &0 up [0 1he - house Aies
1Eater b walch “Fwe™ shdees il o Teel like

it = and guan pick up s Ailly queesis in doing
s, For exampde, dyima Balk o ore ol the theabes
managery, b ':.il_;lll dak o B keep an eye oul
lor any good pertarmers denng your wandeings
in 1he wasteland.

After vin cash incur ¢ hlp'.. Wl el DA
diferent anéa and find durselyes in the dssarl
ourside e Sqp, We disoouar & war pone Togeh)
owEr by the rwal Raclions of the \Wasieland
profeciing Mew Caliloania Rangers (IMCE] and 1hs
hratal, slave-fadiveg Caesar's Legion. Qur gia
1% bo make nice with the HLR aid thaeir makeshily
|'|'|i||r='5|' imsEaliment, Lamp Foelorn H.'IFI:'.

Vgl DE iRl by S8 o L3S Vg ITS Supoeised
b LS v a - porecd Hel @ # v oormineg oud?




i

Virtual vegﬂf = % . = - \ Your Plp Boy wrist

\ P s mo joke. BT
Failout: New Vegas isnt L T . el _ _ solve all your stat-
the first time gamars have i | ! / managing needs.
been to the Strip, and it
won't be the last, Nevada's
jewel in the desert has
Leen plenty of videogame
action,

RAINBOW ':'-
51X VEGAS .r

18 2
The Ciky of

Vegas wasn't _' ; E
50 thrilled that R
they ware the ﬁj ™
wirtual target of a | *';_
terracist akfack, 1" il I Welcome i The Tops casino!
L - Frepare to lose pour dhips.
GRAND THEFT AUTO:
SAN ANDREAS < ke
Deay, =0 technically, Ehis i ot o Rt
was a = .-"""}-

=

Fi fictionally |
w ﬂamed Vegas P, 4 ,u)\ —
VBREER: 4 in a lictionally “ ini-~

% named West . “'—-li'u q "-—-—. .-,._.-..—.rII-""T":

Coast arga,

Blsckjack, =lotz, roulette — thers ane

THIS IS VEGAS plerl.'l:.rnfdh'crslnn: in Hnu Wegag,
Surreal Software's action ﬂ

aame, complate with wel
E-zhirt contests, -
Fad vt 1o

surface after

Midway sold It

aff o Warner

B,

Z DAYS TO VEGAS

& third-person action
aiventure that looks like
It's literally two days fram
"|"E'-I;I-EI5 — s in, Mew York,




Yo know who could =5e a majim
right now? The New York Knlcks.

OTHER GREAT
EXAMPLES OF
TEAMWORHK

IM HUMAM
HISTORY

« Peanut butter
and [edly

« Danny Glower
and Mel Glbzon

« Tha 2004

Bostom Fed
Sox (k.o "The
Idlots™)

« Jack apd Meg
White (8.8, The
White Stripesh

- Batmian and
Robim

s Slawp wnd alarem
eloeks

« Mo Live ansd
credit cards

~ Majin and the Forsaken Kingdom

Get by with a little help from your massive friend

[ 11

In mest curment Xhox 360 games

e

'

FIBET LOOE

leartrwnrk is delieged By ultenng
camathing like “Cap Uhal digda
while | cut this guy™s hmaei!™
lhrough a headset. But this (=n't
the case for the upcoming open-aadld action
addventure Marin eod e farsoken Kingdom,
wahich uses a daling, giant sidekick ta help your
character along in his dantastical |peamey

Thie Tull deiaits ¢f the guasi that pour mairn
characier, Tepew, embarks on weren™ fully
clivplged 10 us diing a recen] desmg, Bot fnsm

wahat wp gather, Tepeg Ca thiel wihio Beans an
uncanny resemslance o a cefain prince of
Persia) escapas rom a prison and links ug with a
majin: legsther (he pair 527 out 10 deleal 4 force
af darkness thai's awertabken the land.

26 QFFICIAL XB0 PAAGAZINE £ v

Hy the loaks of the glant majin accempanying
Tapewu, you'd think ha"d be S1rong engeEh 10

digmiss fhe Belp ol o purg | Anparelly

trough, 1his mape snt whad he once was, and
wou as Tepeu have 1o help him regain his full
abilties reas chraugh the game. On
him end, the me <
thal have laken cver the kingdam, soit*s a win-
WM SCEnaren Tor ot ol yod

& WOU prd

Incam 2asan The= dark m

lala-dike narsaiive revpsls itsell
nng

Maiin's tai
gradually, wath oneptic clues spilling aut dia
syl ey 1y

n s 1. ang e

e with 1he aid of your furry friend, whom
wou have 4% your command. In ane soene, e
[und licgle gls= ket & calapull and somse s{ariesd
rocks im the middle of 2 casile's courbgand. We

F August A0

R FAAS QT BAedaw af s d uE, Pringe of Ferea

nad 1o Bgan ouf the best way o oxecube tha reck
SRSyt the Coatrapdioe, Tums o, yodr hilking
nudicly cames i Randy Bar the ga
character is ofen ghven Ltle dseciion. Acoonding
to0a Namco rep, Maie™s gulding principal asoerts
shat you shinild waoirk Sonarern, not hander,

Ag compelimg sidekecks go, this majin has
tons af potential. Towernng cver you like a
“mided-out Sesame Streef characher, he's gat
3 deep, Belkaing voice, gloming velloe ayes,

2 gosa by mannss, and soee sot of fantastical

gen his Back

sl ppie biss bhartles aoul okl

soimie 30 howurs of gameplay lay i sbone, but

Maiim ared the Fovzaken Kingdom already looks
ke a winner — espedially il o have kids o ane
ust ane at heart, = Kevin W, Smith

Eapull, Bl s

warler growar

K were g

5




s@ GAMEFLY.COM'

Video Game Rentals
Over 7,000 titles - No late fees - Free shipping




.
1% Hathing kke Busting out
& some goblin blood durlng a
nigalime Breakd -7

Arcania: Gothic 4

Xbox goes goth — without the black eyeliner

oul inour diemo
pes: Ehey in




RECAPPING THE
GOTHIC SERIES

o GOTHIC 200

Duvelaped by Germany's Plranha
Byften, Ehe single-player Gedivic
dabul put yeu in eanbral of a

enale canvict we'll simgly call 1P
“MHameless Humas Hero 1" whe
radided In & gueit-happy, medigval
fantesy world nech-desp &t war
weti el oo g Traugh |n-gaima
declsions, your characher could
choose different career paths
isech as warrion arches or wlzesd),
changing ug your exparience
every thene you played it Gadhie
wad @ o hit on PL, and luded
for ks Immersive, Inferacthe
anyirgseren ks and brestbiaking
Landmcapey,

o @STHIE 7

Equaily rivered by fand and
eriflcs, It hallowsed Eha saga ol
*Mamelidii Humas Hero 1" who
returned 1o do Batily with the
efci, drasgend, asd demani.

o @OTHIE IN =00a

Things hil & snadg Per iha serles
when Gaditia [N recevesd & mixed
respanse, with many seying It
seimed blosded, neshed, Sind
bwgn . In shart, tos mech content
ared naak enegh Testing Blme

i perfect for a liglle sunriss walching. The
area’s beauly is only halfsasible, chogigh
vou can eapkore g mystenous and exiensive
urdergrawnd ienngl sysiem with flaming tarch
i kand

Sl todd, wogi'ne lesoking al a ballpark
menimizm oF 30 higers i Arrasda, bt il Wi

STILL ROLLING: The Foa Sk spress g aril gaing d

e @4 BT 7 . et NP will

-

wrean 1t rar

And you thomeht summer
masquitoes were 2 pain.

il bl nn ":Illl""ll'lll';_.l thir quseshs an
earning all of the Achiseamerns, yom migh
a5 well stan groving lacial hair im soddany
weille pour €haspoher, Gevhic™s Fsd wisil bo aur
rpniem will Ranee @ou vacatknirg in
Arcgnind far guile a lore Lima,

— Kevin W, S=ilh

T TS IFee SESRT CORHEDTRE

# Ofon vl b I0

August 2000 F wy

Shall we play a game?

d: isan 540 - FUBLISHIR: Konam
i: Towwlibe 51 bs

FORE FERS OF: Sell-ba M 1ed Bailue

BULTHLAYER: KB

EELEASE BATE: Fall 3080

pigles. daik glaces

1Be middle ala dirty,
-.-J abandoned warehouse with a modified
bear trap an your head T 0ne 1hat's ieady
0 snaE shuil uil#ss v '5 seneabh o oy wilh
a scalpel and g7 1he gy 10 unlock T Ho? Bver
vaanted to {reT For hamar gamsens willh a mind Mo

B vanken igh i

Pz He-sobe g arsl Bullan-Spdmming, bere's your
alder
survivel, with a sequel =+ In the inferim betacen
Thee Firsl ban 3w i,

AL the san ol seiginal b Deteclive Tapp,
youd've steppad inde peycha:killar [igsasw's
playprownd at the siarl of Sow 2 = and there's mn
Pahy vy ol st ke the Hest £ame, you'|| fose
up against hoth hrain-teasing and skill-basad
pusHes like the afarementioned, cinge-warthy
bear trap. Dunrg our Rands-on timee wiith the game
ac learmied me unpleatant truih; in ardar o cadve
dul that key, you have Lo pay atlention o three
SCreEnt in the backenund. EsCh o dicplays
diferar widds on ik Fear, Sursive, Freed om. A
Y-bufles prompd appssars above each screen at
wari s ek, o mashing il when it's over, sy,
“Frawdam” increases youf chamga af geiting o,
Barl hit % while il"s over “Fear® and you might naot
like the resulis. Unless your name’s [isaw, that &.

— Francesca Reypes

ickat Back intd he migh e woeld of gan
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Insert Coin: Live Arcade

We get wet and wild with upcoming XBLA }éleases

Elemsental eMecls cambine bo make
far soame extremely hot vizuals.

(1] 1f we're reading
ki look an Kale's
face right...[s she

aboul to pes in the
pood it

(2] Yep, she's
Euilty, Look at her
nesning Away fram
the warm spaot.
(3] On & serious

nate, Madrophebie
ks et io ba an

epizodic serles.

Ok [rssnpy Oigplt [

Hydrophobia

', "
R T o ——
J TLIF Wetae all had rollen days at woek, but few of us have Hpadnmahahin™s emphasis i an g bue physical representalion of the
L endured déys B bad &5 the one Kate Wilson does in Mydrophabla, warkd, soif & room is filled with water and a window is damaged, youl see
2 A cpstems engineer an a ciby-sized luxumy or t lingr called the the ¢racks spiderweb their way across the glass, which evensually shatieds
Chinme af e Bearfa, har shill baging wilh 8 bizane cult wresting condral af whaon The pressiues mounts, Weur groatest ool is logic, becauwse the game
Bhe ship, seyers] breaches fo the bull, and ber g L weinle] res B Bg vour aclicns exactly as you'd expect.
Ehe= viry Bowels of {he boat. OF course, for gamers, ihis & where things gel Eut for 4 slice of the st episode, you won't Be aciing ai all. Kaie i veny
Yoy Iniere R An e, mach a reluctand hero, and Rier a2y ey iS5 simaly 1 survree Bath the
ANG Oy TIinderesing,” WE mean TEomeols.” Hpdraphalla is one of fhse kactile ermdronmend and the armed inbedoners ¥ don't et a gun righs

best-laoking and most sophisticated XELA pames w
[rark E nargy Begial has creatad an astanishimg Nuid-

v s yel, Developer
ynamics simulalian, [Ka]
wihich means wihen valed ushes doven the coridor, il dopes so ealstically, ([t
camying crafes, dehrks, and the ofcasinmal #naivn vl pdraphoibia Inoks sei to fake the Batan Mg Siaofom:
Thi ket of eigagernent conslantly charee, so depending on how estential XELEGtle, Thepglh i won'l mecessarnly compoebe with ihe ol of
PR EETeE a0 are, o can use lhal ioyour advaniage. For ceampbe, biirning ets o hirs wetnled, iE Bleds i9s o ine red by well against full retall releasas
ol sils on bop of the waber a5 you™d sapsest (hlamse BFT), ad by $hao in both thevisuals and mechanics depariments, 17§ keegs its mlossy,
windowe, you can direct that buming oil towasds an anemy, Anather el palished edge thraughoul, we're reachy ta dde thie s, — Nk T i il
i5 20 shool aut &0 electic cabde from the ronf so that i drops inbo the watar,

eleciraculing amy cnemy undSnriurad e PRGN 13 b veaisl deep i The vl <Aulf. f f @ @{E}(E
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1l e kept busy dunng this sectson trging [ negaliate the

nrs of the ship — aften comaletely submeped anes — and solwing 2
fle pugzles

HTAOIET A% 2010 %

i o be an ephodic

Fol R L0




St

I;LE|I11|.¢-H'|1I anomatopesias

Accompany attacks in the game.

Bowar tha hand! It swoops In to
diraw fresh enemies on the sceesn,

thnund Saga |

FLUBLISHER: Nlcroaalt = DEWV ER: Vagilir Enterlairersal « A%
+ [F: Sirwevs af Rage, el fghl mackisg comic clichiés
4 2% Dinibaurd Sage couldn't be & beter fit for & ser wilh
Arcade® in [Es nasme, as Ehis throwback beat-"emeup takes s cues
Fram ald-gchan| bramlees Bk Finad Figied and Doubis Dregar, Bul
what may really se1 Smgo apart from those past hits — aside from the glossy
HID visaals and onling ¢o-op/ competithse play, of courde — i3 & uniguee,
comit beak-centime style and storgline.

Afber three decades of wealhering the comic 32rip indulny's various ups
and diwwns, Nctional comic hoek ke (End Uebord Saga protagonist] Rick
Aijax {with that name, he must be Actional) |5 ready bo thirow in the bowel,
triggering ann last adventurs 1o escaps his 20 hand-drawn ink-and-papser
pritan and confrenl ik ¢reslor.

(1) Spitting plays

a higger node here
than in most games,
Don'T ash why.

[2 B 3) As before,
ol CBN press Back
al your belsmne bo
toggle the classic
Eraphics,

&) The il pirate
LaChiuck patusms,
this time as an
undead evll pirabe.

REEPF LFF: Kide realy

duy T chinn

MErhe Hird 5

LATER: Wou = RELEASE DASE: Sommes PELE
HET: It i ety betievg aavil-d i

Wuch like Sega Genesls classic Comiv fome (alzo on Xbaw Live Arcade],
Linésoumd Saga depects Ajax amd partaer Lorl Machate Baigling thigugh
camic-like panels, and in this cate, youll actually =& & human hand
appear on the screen o daw in enembes while you Aght. Plus, you can
swap between the two at any time during combat, and upgrade their skills
exiersively betwesn missions.

We're hoping the colorful characters and one-of-a-kind premise will
topphe &y pobenlisl fedium from the bulton-mashing action, and make for
a stellar onding co-0f pick this summer. = Amdrew Haywand

EeE

o [WYPE LT i

The Secret of Monkey
Island 2 Special Edition:
LeChuck’s Revenge

HUEUSHER: Lacashims = DEVELOPER- Lucksists = MULTIFLAYER- Ha
ACLEAST NATE Summer 2080 = FOE TAKS OF ) Remalkoer, adveaiuse games, man ol
T paceal Ried =OM THE CABIRET: & menney |h ol digdiig

e oA 350 “Wow, poutre laded)™ So goes the macking teunt

i ed Seabb sland pirate Largo LaGrande a3 he hangs vou
From pour ankles ower a bridge and rabs you in Mamkey
izland 2*s opening momenis. s also 1he mos1 apt description of
the second Monksy emake.

How that we've played the classic adveniure sequel’s special
edHion, we're mare geclted than ewer. IEocks belter [psenans
amimales a bad smoother), plays betier (Ehe new direct contral aplicen
et s you almiosk play the game one-handed via BT and the righl
thigmhagick), ard i1's Ioaded wilh L. cenvicn exleas, Tegele an hse
creabar commentasy and, during select seenes, press BB 1o bearBan
Gilberl (DeathSpovkl, Dave Grosaman (Sam & Moy Save e World],
and Tim Schafer (Poohanouts, B! Legend] share stones af the
game's development with the same wit that permeates their 204ear
ald classic.

And jiest B las] yedds firal Monkey Jsitid deluee package, you
cam press Back anytime o switch to the onginal 1951 graphics and
sound, bt nos wau also hase (ke oprean of heaing the special
cdition’s wokeoyers paired wath Bhe ald-school visuals. We thought
wir'd dig 1his, but It just seems., anas himnistiz, 15 that galng to stop
us frzen laughire Gur Booky ofl through every secand of this <ill-
hilarigus adueniure? Bal a chance, = Ryan MoCaltrey

o @OOG
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Does our young here's slikoustie
mmind anyomne else a bit of Calvin,
sans his. ghalTed tiger Hobbes?

Limbo

vPUELISHER Micsagoft = DTeELDPER: FlayDead Siudies » MULTIPLAYER: Na = BEUEASE DATE: Sammer 1030
+FOR FANE OF: Btk d-w b, gurilis, pergalory = 0 THE CARIMET; Steck in the middle with yu.

gisnl spiders inlend on spiking you through your mid-section,
Somaona’s scathend rasiraps everpwhene. Mariraps that can
i 1B sinwary in wa and rause thelr heads to iy off in amusing ways.
1t is, however, a beawtiful place. Entinely prasented in Blasck and white,
Limbeis o game inspined By German Expressionism and Film Modr; i
shows a sharp fecus on whab's up ¢lese and & more hazy finish on what
lies beyand, ‘What's more, you'll ofien hear noihing apart from the patter
of yaur foatsbeps, 1be wind blasting through the trees, and perhaps the
odd suspicious crack or kol fge the yndergrowdh as you irot ower the
simple landscape.
Sure, IE sounds pretenticus = Bul the ulyrs-violéses inflicied on
wour character wlsen wisi Tail ol puziles beeps affairs from gelting too
art house. Instead, {'s atruly absorhieg but haumticeg world to wander
thrcugh. Deweloper PlayDead Is aven siudying ways of awanding
Achievemant pednts nutside of the main game, just o thal your

ﬂ U 252 Limbe isn't 2 pleasant place. Besides the ralten trees asd

Traps have vialent &nd
sometimes hilakous
Consequenies.

32 OFFICIAL X fauqust 2070

enlrapment within Limbo has no Ingernaption whatsoees,

The premise is & simple ane= *Unsure of his sister's Lale, a boy enlers
Limbia.™ Tha ¢ eailegl schame is even simpler: move with the analog stick,
#nd use the & bstton bo flip switches 2= well as grab and drag. The game is
a seguence of puzzies that includes pulling ceepses inbo humgry masiraps,
authopping rolling beulders while cocooned in 2 spider's web, and (later
an} fiddiing with ragnets, ievolving sereens, and giant whining cogs all
f0g @a@er ba Chew up your llesh,

We're elightly concerned that by the close of [ts faur-hinue rannise
gtima, Lireho cdild @4 a lillle bit 1oo frustraling — bt oven at this stage,
it appears (o be a game that foture genssations will meniian in the
zame breath as Seaid or Poval. The ding i hits CELA this summer, you
shauld turn your phoene alf, shut the curtaing, 2nd embraco thie beaugifl
reathingness of being nesther bene nor there, — Willl Porter

e @) €@ O

How can you nod dig
Limbo's stylized visuals?




A AM AMERICAMN

YOU CAN MEKE & C

FOLFILL & C

BREAK A C

IHERE ARE Bl COMM

SMALL ¢

WARTED 10 MAKE IN THE FIRST PLACE

YOU CAN EITHER FEAR COMMITMENT

OR EMERACE IT.

AS AN AMERICAM AND
A MARINE CORPS OFFICER

YOUR COMMITHRE?R

ERWTS YOU NEVER

[ WILL IMPACT

THE FUTURE OF THIS NATION.

!
FEW LAN BE MARINE?XS

EVENM FEWER CAN LEAD THEM

CAN YOU?

%MAHINEDFF‘IEEH.CDM




Combat all takes
place infirsl-person

perspeclive,

DarkStarOné':* "'Brue Atli;n:e

s Qb ship's
erlace, you
can trade goods

and upgra g —
=

Breaking barriers for console space sims

- FLATFORN: Bban 380 = PUBLISES; Balypea = B0V

Spate light simulations scewved thelr
Oabs om PC, bidt 1hie gamnne hasn't sear
1 S kind al canlsnundd sUciess G
conailes, 5o Dok Stey ey Jroken Allionce — 2
part al a heuryear-ald PCslils sheniild P [hie
mark el cormigned whem if lapnches this July a5d
delivers a comBination of shia-bhasad ¢omibal arsd
other Integalaciic inleractions as ke Kaven
"5 Killir
ThgughF the gams was of ally elessgniod T
a manse ar jeystick, our ship — the DarkQar
e — maneuners nesoly o first-pars o wiow

Jarwis bunis his Tair¥

Raim ¢an even lead to driving lines: follow
behind somecne else in the inclement weatbier
and let them create dry sixips of track for you
1% vt Tasler ono

A4 OFFICIAL XBOX MAGRZINE # wovw onling, |

IOEER | Gaer

f August 2000

g M - M, PLAYER: Mg - RELEASE (AT

= ety ZOLD

using ihie zho™s analog sticks. Meanwhili, sou
s e prigge s ane dlFer Bgaitans fo fie

fammunicate will) cEher ships and perform
various in-flight tasis, Inche earky missions
we [ried Gul, Ehie obpecbrees typically rarged
[ram blasting encmies and prtecting allies
lo secuning cargo and bansparting H from one
B alaacy 10 EhaE fig

Frizen the main ship hub, vao can take an
news buesls,
upgrade your sessel’s amsany, and ¢¢en by
and sell vasious goods for fum and paofit. Broden

e or] missing, mwead gl

F1 2010
Slip-*n’-slide

FLATFORM: Xbas 340 = FIBLISHER
ERLEAS ] AT Seephbemdier H170

Ledemasiem

‘When even Codemasters Reell admis
1o s thiat Formuda One (Fi) racing is
= pdE &k gy and dull® in (ke LS, g ling

ghe anengi

i off American gamers wilh s pho
aclapraticn ol the spam seems like a ferce uphill
biatthe, S heori do thay wiage thear wai? Simple: by
mizking a Codemasbers-quality racing game.

Fr a0 follopws the imprascive digital racing
hientaee af Dint and Grig' arsd borros the came
slick EGD graghics engine, making evevptiviog
i orael U (fwaii Che menis], The game's Froe)
enal — where you can set up races, configure
1z-player mulliplayer evenis, or bacak your car
dheramt 00 1Re wing setlings on yous spailer — is
presenled a5 e back lof of a racetrack, whione
you can Ko into your tradler and falk 1o your agent
about your carser progress, chat with repoters
abaut how ypou'ne doing, and mods,

Eivys in hand, wae
gotim & fow hog laps
o bt wet and dryg
traick. ReEmember
those insane m@in
affects we told
wou about a

ODEVILOFIR
FOE FARS OF: Ml shaps, fandmgd, aten logs

AN SOF: Fre rdapoer, Bing Commneoader, The year 204G

Allianire promises & po-Four campaign whire
waur mission choicos delermire WOUF IN-gamse
rale and pesonality, which ghees players anid
meficulous campletists goad ressdan to eaplare
auEny Loenet al (e galisy

ParkShar Qe doesn't esactly Al the part af a
top-shadl 360 gille, A e e cion e playod )il
bl & irey bugs ba lgm aot i Sramsdtion from PE,
beut considering the complete lack of compelition,
wed guess tnat interesied parties wan™ mind a
I £ avieis waliild living cul (Feir space cowboy
tamtasies come |uly. — Andrew Hayward

Cagpmuariers Birmingham = MULTIFLAYER: Yes

ceple issues back Thie anes thal dynamically
caugd puiddbes and alTecl the (eack ilsellT Mol only
are they gorpeous, but we'd sdyvise you o hit the
pits and puf treaded bres on your openwheeled
worder, best yau stan hydraplasing along the
asphalt {pes, sedousiy.

With controller in hand, we can tell you thai

these cars am approprately foreivicg — whisch
should delight the handonen Fiers oo iFiens,
At Tor the rest &l us BASCAR-lgvin® Amoncans,
numenus levels of driving assisis are avallable
50 wWe Can sit back and just marsel at thie pregty
praphics, — Ryan McCaffrey
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Game Development
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Game Design
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Game Design
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Master's

Entertainment Business
Zame Design
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Imternet Marketing
Media Design

Bachelor's
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Saay out of harm®s way for a
T Enomants @nd your
Wanzer willrepair iri!iH,l'. ’

Big hnts E‘.tllssi‘ullyr bluw up hmldlngs

PLETTCIEM  Ehioa i PUBLISHER: Squssve Enbs

RELEASE DATE: Sepriembeke 18, 2000 = A0 FAHS OF

Wwhat I= it In our gamer D& 1had makes
U WA 1O S o diEital sakads inla

giarmd rebhnl suirs arsd bloss the siet Qi
of affeer wianl robeans 56 mach? Deer singn
1A RO SCRN it piamtnhonh o :
eSS s, wewe hiad an insal
a5 15 T Cose in Frant dissian Evolvad — am a<laan-heavy
fake on the sirategic PlagStalson senes, 'We had a chance
||'.i|'|'|[" Imehe cofkpt ol o Hiasy Assanll Warser fara
a, o Bvaivid made it feel good Lo scratch the

big-Sal itch apain

Though it fFeatures & slory penred by Seal fantasy KW
direcioe Mol ", we e L much mleres]ed
in the batiles ayerarbilal telhers fwhich poeer low-ori
spsie commieicel, Or the near-fubure sci-fi muesings of the

u Tty

five global superpower factions deoirs the fiphiire. Insiead,

e e Tar keener gn spening up b lefE- snd nghs-
sEaplder-mouns machne guans ano mogsles
wamiepad Irigrery and shoubder butions, respectivelyl (o
by washe bo @y oppasing foece thas damed cmss aer pail
Fur Ty EMOEEN, the desvn-and dirfier wae got with Franr
Miszian Deofved, the more it remiind edl s of Meskassalr,
These three-stangall death machines see very quickly,
can overhioal eirae apco Banks when used in exd ey,
and they even have jump jeis (actkabed By clicking im thie
ripht stick. 'voi v pick wh ned, grean,

ipress thie

ars] hiliie st

E6 OFFICIAL xBOE MAGAZINE ¢ v

ahla urge
IG Erash tucks, buildings, and fellow mechs..er, ‘Wanzers,

¢ August 2010 i

N, e kel nkadey

gifis Penm Fallen Tod s, fisl a5 o did ins the
£l
\Wlangars" 40
sirapped to the bofs boals can also aid
meaning 1hey
can ckabe araund the baitkefield a5 il
Eney re wakeooarn TiE.

i X butinn-hatsed dodge
e Alsn hadps keep the

ns clas s, Akling s higle + Hp M The

Mhimih, i Rl the booilers

rhein iferal oo ivisn,

Achon Iranbc: you can wrafe
left or right o avold incoming
massilies after i e heen fanget-
lockpd. Maearmahibe, 2 Call of Dune-styke
rechasging health systerm furns wouf
Wargar figan & F &, near-irilical wreck indo a shined
ug, good-to-go barile machivse i mere ceconds iFyou
stay oub of ham's way long enaugh. Heck, ibsene's aecn
a bullettime mode calbed E.DUGE. that furns the Soreen
pray and beds wou sloey doam time o a les maments [
a7 up pour fivals
Finally, in a welcame move Chal's mare MechWormor
1han Mecfdssanir, vou'll be able o fully customize
vour Wanzerand it loadout, which shogld make the
mulfiplayer modes all the more inbeesiing — as (fwe
' ality

1 i ennugh Mg
giant rabil game, — Ryan MeCaPfreyr

lorarwmasnan’y fird sonpk o0 Peafomd
wad Al b Lng! BPL bee koo, eh



Shoun White Skateboarding
books kinda-sorta-mayke-
almost a little ced-shaded.

Shaun White Skateboarding

What can’t the Flying Tomato do?!

FLINAN: X Infia, LAID = UDiEgr e Ubisslt Manls

It & naf-air-condilianad mesling
e oo B outskinls ol Parss,
ke lighis 26 oul. Eladiric blinds
grind naisily chosed, blocking all
1he inlermal windoass, A prajector
flicks anm, and a man's Face fills the fareall "We
wiere thinking,™ he booms chrough 1he foo-laiged
speakers, ““What happens thal makes you lose
passion and HE info migndane seciety?™ Lim, s
N & T URssRs,

As LInisctt Deging 00 shamy us Shimare Witire
Srateboanding, the coniras] bebasen Qs
preserdation and the product couldn®t be stanioer:
SWS, wie discover, |5 a game built around a
hagely idealissic wieve of skating, in which a board
and a cavalier abilftude about caompound fraciisnes
<0 bring vibrant color back fe 2 suffecating
urban existence. fnd it"s not messing amound
with metaphars elther. Maps stari off ERY anid
dreary, dalted wilh Lerifging corparabe siructures,
and pulling alf ricks blasts wiwid lpes inld Che
tity like emotians returning colar te Pleasantville.

Pulling off tric

7 o™

FIRST LOOE

IT°5 THWE: For whateser rpanan, Shawn Whine S~owadonr
& PR3 Dol & ikl s o8 e Ve S i 2 -T-

AT R Fane sl DN ROO00 Sl

the amsuels, Bury a W

Liry Fauntbains are turned inta bikchin® hald
gipes, stabues gare replaced by mushmooming
skale shops, and glem, suited affice warkers are
fransfarmed o whaoping bshifed wawih. Do well
enourh and you can wtart cralling yaur own
malls sparking necn lnes v guide fram ang
aing 1o aratharn, By 1the Cimsa "i'_ul.l wa fimished. the
place looks like a Bollyaood hnale.

II"s 3 turpeise, then, 10 discover that Ubizof
& SLinang Mo augthenticity. The gralfiti is done by
g sirgal arlistc, the Branded bils you unlock
are all accusate, and of course, there's the
nput of caros topped frantman M White, wha
appaignily spends his fime gricgding rails when
he*s. ned throwing himseld off mountains on a
enwbipand, He's providing manihly eensullation
1o onsure fhat the physics-based skarehoarding
Is true fi Bife, ard has crafted the Bo-odd tricks to
e genging 0 fans and baligvable o newigmers,

Other numbers reeled aff include fve fige
districls, more than 200 coll=ctibles, and over
40 GidE-miasinas Io9 the 4 0-Boar sty 1Ral ties

<S blasts vivid hues into the city
like emotions returning color to Pleasantville.

LEA (1T Wil Ikl 0 FAMS - %

August 210 # v

#, T s S Baanihig, Dbgmip gelid iedallias

the whole thing together, In this, you play 85
your awn chamcter = 1475 all abaut expressing
your awn identity, albedt through the parchase of
branded clothing — but White kimss|l
willl be plavakde at certain palnds.
Chuck in @ighl-brab maltiplayer
on the maps you create and there's
enough slidlf to win the
DagEy-bousered Crevw oAeT,
een if they dan™ dream
n raimbioas. With thie
Tavay Mawk franchizse
anguishing and
Seate candng its
tech-facused groces,
Ubisaf's idealistic
approaLh auld win i
coise IFiamds. Al thal
WA IS I S8e how
1 B a5, which el
discover later in the
wear. — Mike Chanmell




Driver: San Francisco

Ihene's somethl
On SUnmg our cEmo of t
2 RAME %64 10 TRe Lnepr an iwe-ise
K0, IF5 nog 1hat Tannat, (hs
UNCEICIET oD MEnd, nehum
langtiese parnner Takias Jones, A=ul i1"s net

FIES T LI

creative direclor Marlin Edmonson atinapily
pauses the action, pops ouf af the Bodge
Challenger GTs dashiboand viea, and 1akes

"'l.' =L e I""lll'
surmpsnding sbreels. Spolf 1 sparkling

Waserati, e clicks ; vaila! He's &=
dnvers wead al the Halian vsonde! Aller & minwte

;

Orivev: 5F5 oddball car-
g feahare can't be
-y, W'l need ba
it uslock it, then manage
It ars & resowroe soyou dos't
usa it all up in one ge.

I8 OFFICIAL XBOY MOGAZINE ¢

An out-of-body driving experience

hal
1 hig
enrEate 38 5F.

il ather cars

fild the o, Eddmeessan (elepans stk up

NIgn wiges, Cneses al [T

RHTIR [

is a1

3 er lying comatase in a
hospital, 'We knowy chis a5 players, since the s1an
out poor
the worid

il ke wammie fills ir tory details

thas &

innes ha=n't a clue. We'ne seeing
theough hils unoone iows, bed-Dogesd beain, Yes,
1 sounds a hle sérange — hiokey, even — bl

wihiam the warld & yoar |nynaing aysher, and ir's

I‘.
e
3
1
]

FAugust 2000 et

all nwmning in a bulteny-smooth &a frames per
sicgred, who carps?

And this aut-nf-hndy free rein explaing how
TSSEONS WO in Oriser 3F, A
thaeacd viow of 1he cily streets, you'l be a%ie 1o

pain even greater disharce ungil youd can sen the

oy

ifies. Choose to dive down 1o select any car
on ary stmeet, and you'll (in a mundabout wiry

“possess” the aemeerof the wenlole — and any
Prrands ar mission oo eciises Fhiey may hase an
s a wikdly implausible premise, but
Iram #had we've seem ol thee gamie's open-sarkd

style of gameplay thus Tar, @

IFvar paAkes

s mubhernocking by
sinliabe, We look lorsard 1o seeing maome of
howw &ll ot 1his madness wirks, hecsuces we' e
hpelessly intrigued already. — Francesca Reyes




‘Wi newds Aragonn wihien you hie [we pals
leelping e bring the paind

¥ :
ave fraoll sewks “* squiskry luman for
O abrictly pliical relatisnship.

This Legolas-
alike s aciuaily
A muge who an

cast probectlon

Lord of the Rings: War in the North

How far dnwn the ’I-Inbl:ut hole will ';rnu gn?

PLET ) A AGaa 45 FLUE: W H | il O] e B ETE 3 Palrden bl S lislliEs 5 L1 al

oreth unigos Beneficial abilities, The @1, a5 an
gearriple, is & master racker — which makes
o wow just ol lailed by a & spolfing the brulish, boar-like ‘Wang's Toedprinks
tidang Bing Wrailk cleep info ke & sraip, Arwd 1Ris msesns guile a B in 1Fe feslax]
damp, moddy undergrowth of a ol the game, as spoiting o 'Warg means thai
Faresl calkled Murkseod. Bul BeElore sou c matches of raaming eremies an's he 100 Tar
wour Lask Beath as the kadded harigs Tram LER hihkind, The dwart, an the alber basad, can snilf
Talkien's fantasy universe dosoonds, fwao friends nigt secret docds and Peasdng cnnsis B 5000y
- an el and 3 maRe — sinide in {0 take D anes Do afier a Sonody snack. And we all onow that
colleLting logr {mams inEnsory Syshem
cuspickusly similar (o Deegar Age°s) is fhe
lihe"s bliosd of ary good BFG, and here 1275 in
fHgf Bl ingenest o make like a
Hooaeer amd colkect amyfhing
nial nailed dowe,
But il's the
cambt 1had'll
bruly tesl your
I,

ot gt & bil of a proliem,
,..1"’"" | Tou'te a dwanl, for cne, Secand,

%

FIZ=ST LG

an piiar sida, Dicaster aveimed,

Thic is gne Ol b Conbeal and ob-co-alluring
teneks of Snowblird Shodios’ [Baldur's Gole:
Drzed Alanre) odde 1 legey archers and swgslil
creafures in Lovd of e Ao Wi in e Novil
an asctian-coienbed RPG 1Ral alloes you U wander
the land coopeatively with up fo two fiends oeer
Ehoux Live, this = no mere hack-and-slashe War
relies on teamevork through and through., whather
sivat hipdding are comspubes-canienlled o Bamanns FRILE

Farinzlamce, each of the game's unigue
fACEE I

ed ina

I, hisman maga, dwarl] possesses Pein Baaihe againsg

BETS AMD CRAEFTS: The mage™s brasck o crafmind obesois by compineng citerent

el ectinls lementy g anciber resn o keep ibe digde sl in the thick of Ealile

g, Syt e eeid gl

ar espially grumpy caee Dl the mage juzgled

Fring 1 & Tew spalls a1 the baddie's hulking

frame and casbing samctuary Loells ta keep his

pals profected. The el could stard back 2

an rnged b atiacks, Dut the dvaan?
157 54y that €lese--

e axe Sw
im info direck fussi=swath the cave irall. In one
netance, (s Snowhlin Lallar de

FAmE nad th masn bigttans, .'|I.-i'l. T = F e
shgle, im ardser 10 wresl his dieart e Irom the
LreFure’s dam
Theera's @ bt of sewy nerd apoeal
in Warin

3N BrEsp

e g Th s e0-cn PP

brapgpings, includeng a Mass Eecd

a5 e conversation wheal lor

dialogu=. and we're cager o go
nands-an with the three-peman
{ellow=hip Tor ourselyes; we
haven'l Been back ta Midd|e-

earth in farioo long.
— Franiesis Reyes

f OFFICIAL XBOX MAGAZIME 38



=i

'I.-..-

-@-*ﬂ: OX B

Deus Redux

The legendary RPG/FPS series goes back to the
beginning for its Xbox 360 debut — to a time when
man first fused himself with machine. sy aatt cabra

PLATFOREM; Xhox 360 IRLISHES: Square Enle « OEVELDRER- Eidos Montieal - 5% AYEE TOE = RELEASE DATE- 2011

Adam lensen, protagonist of Eidos Montreal's upcoming Deus Ex preguel, Deus Ex: Human Revolulion,
crashes through a glass ceiling — Batman-style — just befare hitting the Noor and summoning a
dome-like forge field around his crouched bady, A group of gun-toting bad guys quickly surround this
mysterious threat-from-the-sky, unloading clips into him with shoot-first-ask-questions-later abandon,
The barrage of bullets bounce off the shield, killing all comers in a slo-mao, cinematic display to rival the
best moments from The Motrix films. Okay, Eidos Mantreal, you got our attention,

Bl SHOES TO FILL Let s caloh-up: Human Bevolunicg apgeal T the harsdéare games, while presenting 1bem in a

i the third erdry in the cyberpunik, conspimoyrddled speclacular vy hal will be rewarding for new players to
first-person shoober/BFG hybirld franchise that Becasme paplore and experienoe.”

4 PC-gamirg phenomenon with 2000% [cgendany Deus Built an a highly modified wersion of the Tombh Raider
Ex. Inloriunalely, the highly anticipated 2003 fallow-up Lndérwarkd engine, Momar Sevaiution is set 25 years
and ¥bas defut, nwdsible Wer, fell quite shart of the lalty hefare the original game in the year 2027, IS aiming
mark 544 by the eriginal. The producer, avid Anfassi, to create an ariginal eaperisnin buill arsund these

= wery aware of the delicaie task if - ngagi e okl pillars rathes than break rew gpround in gamepla B

fans while sl alsnh altrclire & garsalian acepslamed fact, Anfossl st sy whien discussing che deseleg mens
to genresdefining shodsiers suckh ag finSkass, These's feam™s influences fram odher ek, el Ride (has Ll
abse the added peecsuee of Eidos banking a lobon thes that when we decided 16 use lachical combaf and a coves
franchise — this blg-bzdget e s being developed in system we lonked at Rolniow Siv — whrg reimven] That T Far
a brand -new, state-afcho-ast studic. “I0s challenging,® the ireerdory management system, we loaked to Bpsidenr
Anfoss| confesses, “but we're kiepd ng all the series' oon Fai 4, arul Tor steallh you may see some of Mefo! Gear
pillars [sach as] slery, combal, stzalth, BPG ¢lemenis Soiel. We're laking these syslems ram other sases, Biil
which include hasking and sadial interaclions — shat will we'ne pulting ihem foeethes in a anigue way,®

WE'RE TAKING SYSTEMS FROM
OTHER GAMES, BUT WE'RE PUTTING
THEM T[]GFTHFH IN ."3'| UNlQUL WAY."

Deus B Ko R pooduesr Grsid An

A0 OFFICIAL XEDX MAGATINE £ '-.--.-.--.-.-.m::wi.ne.cn-ii‘if!ﬁl_.na :






Irs Bl Puibgine,
all subways
will neguing

automatic

BAROQUE MEETS
BLADE RUNHER

Humaor Aevoiehons
visuals blend cyberpunk
style with Renakssance
imleence

‘White the new Dews Ex
liberally borrowes Qamilay
mechanics from some of
Ehils generation’s basd Tickes,
arl direcior Jonas has
Jagues Belirtete i making
e Ibs visual o7yl B unlise
anyihing W' e Seen.
He's hoping Ehat mixing Hhe
saries” staple cyberpunk
aediBelic — which thines. in
Ehe Blade Ronner-ie
irs 2 : errdlrenments = with a
i Renalssanoe-tra inlisence
il e 2y st o
plpery’ minds the way
Bladhiock did Ore ol 1he
esalial sl of an
ity Bfyen e sei-l
shyle ks Jensen's sunglasses.
Thie ich spics daa'l hine &
nose bridge or arms;
Inylead, rebractable leraes
g Irom pnall fremey
S EEEhad 12l fempdeei
Thirs 4011 &l Siks Hes
ENaaes ook Bke & Cynky
palr of BBz

cerial

facl, e

You'remotatrue |

cylerpunk unless you
wadr all black, ¢asl
sunglasses, and make
entrances like this.




THIS IS NOT JUST ABOUT POINT A 4% POINTE  THIS IS FOR ALL THINGS 4-WHEELED s7ane" FAST

IT'S FOR THE RACERS, TUNERS, =2+ DRIFTERS THE PAINTERS, DESIGNERS, s~ THE DREAMERS

BECAUSE THIS IS MORE e PIXELS AND POLYGONS  THIS 15 ALUMINUM AND CARBON FIBER

THIS IS NOT A SIMULATION

IT'S AN heseidnimae,
L%

RO Microsont - [T FORZA MOTORSPORT
FORTA.XBOX.COM WHERE DREAMSE ARE DRIVEHN

.r .,-_'. F" :"'uI'II'I e LhT ':rr|1h-| 1|_'.i1l|-|:||;p r.l.ri-l'r:.rl-rrnr" q.,l ‘-nHr n:.n‘igrn“:
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Clans

gamers feverishly
teaming up to play Halo and Call of Duty, but
how about a clan formed around rap-rock
act Limp Bizkit? Or ones devoted to Uno? It's
time to get familiar with some very specialized
oaming groups nanging out on Xbox Live.

rr1e by

Limp Bizkit G‘rammq Clan

THROUGHGUT HIS ROCK carccr, Limp Bizkit 1 Criral lannchad thelbge, eam in February with 1he

Frogl Dourst lps shoreen Ba's & sawey markator, | ||,I & il halp el irivh website designer Barry Flood, whom he
just piare caincedenss his Broun’™s upicaming albium, miet o Live, Fladad naw rans Lhe Sile, which has
e Cohre, hears the sama intfials ILBGC) as hils almasg LL.onD eRIEIEER Memaers lidentitab¥e wi

garning clan? an “LBGCT in their Gamertazs; all ol tham go through
“There are ac coincidences,” Durst 15 us Tram a sdrgdaning process belare Lhey're made alRdial.
s phaonewhile driwing arcunid Los Angeles. [ndeed, "WerE naat i best clam aut thiese, ™ Flizad sa%s

thie red-basehall-cap-wearing singer savs he #ven las e midre sl just gelliceg a good community of

& [0 wnritled] g gn Che aliam aboat LEGE ar ramers together.™

playinp games online, et 5ass N wants f eventually plas with ewery

he idea for the LBGE evalved through Gurst®s member of LAGE, but the 100-person limit on his 3600

adwenturgs over ikax Live, which he says be logs friends list makes i ditheulf b0 keep up, 50 ke oiien

am to lor abaut foir hisurs a day, Mot 1ao long ago, nons any inactive frierds, voud &0 get achande o
word god pat im the Limp Bizkit community that Bursd alay with Durst im any of his current favarites like Call
wwas playEng qMada on Live under the Gamedlae “Evan Al Bure; Moderr Worfdre Par M08 2E8T0. memibers of
walpus,® acharacter he created, Interest in his gnline the LBGL say — go ahead, hawe at him. *He™s just one

1At s grave, Durst didn™ know many gamais in his af thie guys,” Flood naltes, Orher members of Limp
mmediate clrcle and s an oppartandy 1o form 2irkils, Uk degimmeer John D410, are alsa hardoar
gaming clan free af The annoying chades that can furn memaers af the clan, Durst admits o switching his
up Im mltiplager lobhies the warld awer Gamerag regularly for Ten — aven if o i ol o

"It wras mnne about the tone af thie commianiiy,™ wauldnt bediawe (he same guy Tram the “Break Stall”
Digrsl sdvs, 1 didn®™l maller ifvou liked Limp Bizkit, wigeo jusl made yow respasn.,
jusi that pou belt ine same as we did abowt obnoclous "Yieu cant redlly copnvingg peaple fhag yoa'ne you,

wp | den' try ba,” Durst says. TIF they stast talking s***
abut Frod Duwrst, | start talking =*** abouwl Fred Durst.”

people and yow wanted e be sround pleasant people.
Ane the majority ruled.”

Dort warry; Wiscon-
sin"s Crystal Lymn
Stover dogsn't lake
mer twio- person clom,
“Beauty and the
Beast, ™ oo seriausiy,
How could shet IS
an Ure clanl Yes, he
lenglime cord gome
and Live Arcede hit has
devated clons on the
site GameBatties, met,

Stover starhed the
doubles-Uino clon
Beauty and the Beast
about 5ix moenths ogo
with her beyfriead/
beast, whom she met
over Xbhox Live and
mow [fves with. The
clan is lodged in the
fop 10 In GeameBeiiies.
COms Uno .'il-ll‘.l'l'llﬂl'ilﬁl!,.
oI SOmE SO0
alver ranked clans
with names ke “Draw
4 AN Day*™ ond “Green
Cardre. ™ Stover says
she ploys Uno mosily
i Kill Bfmrie wilven sha's
ol busling heaods in
fier more Serions elan,
“Devineexstealth, ®
wiiich it devated fo
Ghviost Reton: Advanced
Warfighter z.

That doesnt megn
Beourly and the Beast's
L aies dren "
heated, complete
with frash-lalk and
orguments. “You'lf
el tears thot hawe
codewards for whal
colors they're wsing,™
she describes. “Ifit's
gréea, they il say, “Got
anyireasr T Evan wien
Beauly aond e Beast
wins an Umg match, the
ather feam will
aften contest
the vichory. *t
can get pueky
at times, ™ she
reveais,

Whor's the key o be-
coming on Liag chams
plon? Stover doesn't
hawe one, declaring,
“IF's just fnck, reailn”™




US Military Gawers

WNDEQGAMES HAVE IO & comman paslime e members of the
afmed largas, but Terrell Pakeman found that most of the dominant
mialiLary clams seamid to be For PC gamers. Be wasn't a Fan of Live
maichaakiog's “unruly nature™ and Rgured there bad o be a whole
untapped world of weis just like him whawere just lnoiing to have
Fun on Xbnx 3640,
&0 last Seplemiber, Fakeman, an Air Farce vet, decided oo
Launch U5 Military Gamers, usmilitarygamers.com, in hopes

| 'nu-:'.ingl.-nrr consnle players who shade the same
bord, “We all 100k the same oath,” Pakeman
Caws. “Whan you slan playing with them, it's
lke wou already kno thsgm™

KOl siEpis '||_:|'.l_ 5 1)-plus-memaer
clan tends fo gravitate foward military

basad games such as #odern Warfore 2,

Fears of Wor, and Halo: B

fakeman aaesn'y bedieve thal having
capariended actual mililasy cambal gves
vl & g up in, sy, Modern Warare 2

LIS Milivary mambirs might be

recognized by a “UFMGT in their gamer
Ea, Bk 5175 8 micstly nea-Coenpelitive
clam, and i1™5 even oo to crvilians. just
dar’L lie amd 2ay you've besn in the

military ifvou haeen't, Pakeman nntes,
g% il"s ol really 1o hard ta find oud 0F
woure lving.
Mesmbars arp free e chasl abowl

almast anwihing on ibe lan's

- nbernet forums, b they
\'I oL enis] o reLngiling
4 purposes. “IWe don™t glaorily
ing inde Ehe military,”
Pakeman [ells us, “We iry |s

serwe 3% ambassadors.”

et g

“You can't really convince
that you're y you, SO ! :.}a::*'

Durst says.

o ot A PO | | ™
=l ri_ln_._t Frea Durs

talking s

AELEI"‘II.HEFI'E

OTHER
UNIQUE
CLANS TO

CHECK OUT
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PMHS CLAN

BUDDY 'l!lTEH fl'-'n.HIHE-

£ hugust 2010

2oldZplay

STARTED M 3225, 2ald 2play begam as a
forum far 3 gaming clan al (he Lame
nama, Faurmdes [oel AlBerl, who was 246
at the time, Saws b anid S0 dilies
||||r|||.||l-\.||-\:|||||I||_l|||l- r
calling on Xbox Live and | |USE
wanted 1o playwilh folks who weren't
siill enperieniing rushes of puberty.

|:l||||||"'| % mnot SURPOSCE LD he
strassfuly the poind is 1o ke 2
piad time,” Alhert favs

The clan's site, 2old2 play.
roim, grew throuph word
of mpugh and las singe
Tdrnadd bnbo & bk (g
gaming Clans lealuring
|.||-\."i'.'"| 2% and ugp. “Most
peaple thad are 25 are ous ol
fallioge” Alber pxplaing, "5a
Ihey hawve some sort af responsibilifes.”

Marcig Mclmdoe, 34, says she discoversd 2eld 2playwhen she
WS hauscbound and oo maberniny Bease with b st child three
yoars age. She foend clans throwgh Jald Fplay that lel ber socialize
on their lerams, shoot dudes in the face, and generally et her hadr
“11 weads Chis wanderTul compaomise,” she fells ws.

PrLImd or is nawy a leader ol “The Calkal™ — & mostly sedial. all-
Tartwale ¢lan on the site with about 12 active members — ard also
belongs 1o "roldsBES,” o coond clan that plays Bl

name-

£

W is Vegas,

I o o an to 2obd Iplay.com ard regisber, vau™ll find a numhes
al flder-skewing 360 clans, including “0ld Man Mafia™ and ibe
“Pension Plan Commardios.” You might think lans of older gamers
widlid catgh tlak Fom (e youneer generalian, and that™s inee, savs
Aloert, although saybe ral far the reasons you think. Srowund onoe a
weak ke gets a prefanily- laced amail rem a gamer whe™s 160 phune
g jodn, I vl Bel ins one 1 &-vear-ald,," he snplains,

SOLDIERS OF GOD

smiurfsy

PRI T

LR Mgl “HETE Nel 4

e i o iMDHE Ja 5. vl el ol e, BlERT s




Make
Xbox LIVE

even better

' ¥bowx 350 Hard Drive (250 GE) I

dbox 150* Mesienger il 1 H] Xbon 360 Wireless B tbow 160 Wireless Headses
Meracrking Adsple

SOCIALIZE. STORE. DOWNLOAD. COMMUNICATE.

See all these and more at www.xbox.com/accessories.

E .

Jump in. @ XBOX 360




Band

of | Brothers

'E_—.__._

Somewhere in this bustling marketplace is a killer. It could be
anyone — a courtesan, a monk, a nobleman. Whatever form he's
taken, | have to find and execute him. This must be done quickly,

as someone else is busy hunting me. In Assassin’s Creed
Brotherhood, every step | take has to be just right.

By fon Hicks
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When in Riime, make Sire
i burn sfound every 10 -
Scon daNLEHRE R o

This is the Azsdssias Oreed Brodher oo muliplayer
gxperience, ang of seveml surprises that UEisol resently
sprung on us — starhng willh fhe fact i WE S @A 10
dn anciher AZ5a5En s Credd a mesda yaar aller the lasl Oralberbaod
irs il <=0 in Renaiscance [Eaby, and it's still Guilt armend e
wangaful, nobile Erig, who continues 1o slink throwgh crowded
medieyal strects and stab basd guys Tod 1he goad of b

It all Pesels % Fareiiar, ERal reaclior wads That Br 1o 18
II. T BSMIE ST,
lums oul, this a mare advancod seguel than Bashock 75 Bapiurs
refil. Besides the mulziplayer, the setting ks newer and lager, (he
e mong povee il and s P older and o capable, find
this imse, E2in's g3 backup.

Usiugually, the runthrough wae weene gheen didn't imclis
gli I ma, Instead, Uhisole
140k details; Era's idder now, in his Torlies, and £l molling
the same crowd. Leonamdo Ba Wing is rebamiing, as i e
manifinlator Mashigaalli — plaging a b wole this Bime, we
W assured, after bic Meseting cameos in previcus irstaliments
Mg curprisingly. dealb-Pope Rodrign Eargia is alen back, hasing
recovered froen the end of Assassin's Seed 7

Biing done in haste; ar

§ kniek-all 1o guickly

wnee ol 1he single

ROGUES
GALLERY

MEET ROME'S

A NiRtle obder and mare tired, but new Mo, bi's met dead, althougs Exis will San of the Pope &rd E2ia's namésis:
r‘-,.‘Tl::I"I,.llrE F':S Ar\f[} ihi master assassin. He PBid bo ledch  no dowdd winh he'd tshen the chance he's & Bearless sy man whe il

. his skills o & new generdiion and gel  whin he Bad 8. fodrigo B atill Pops put wp rmaach more of & figit than fhe
S H HH: EFES Aome smartened up, and STl el molycoddied viciims of ACS,

S0 OFFICIAL XBOX MAGAZINE ¢ wwvnxm 2T ¢ August 2010 "MACHIAVELLIAN™: T2 talion Reraissance dislon

Anmasns’y Creed 2 i knawn Tor bis Suglciiows nat




Swinging from ropes ks
one vy 1o get areund
P guickly,

This amsveers ane of the moee abviows guestions hioew, eracily,
doyou confinue Exio™s stond whien he™s alreedy killed the mosl
pivEdlal man in Eurape? Uhisal™s acdisale-hul-urs alistyrg arive
& o poing aut that 1 didn’t achually kil hime Me W hase cause tn
repret 1hat, as Borgia $wiltky returis 1o his corup! ways, now aided
by bl san, Cesanre, inbmeuced 25 3 younger ard Icugher enemy
wiho won't be as easliy toppled as the feeiting bureaucmts of the
bask game. Bomgia's davgnler Lucrezia al=o sfars, and olbers will be
announced in Bmp,

TEAM EVISCERATE The unpleasami Boegia clan mpeesants
a bipper threat than anything you've oed Before. To mee
has ks mam guild of Assassing = the Sroiberfiood of the titke. Cror
iker course ol the gama woil nec nat 3 team ard wse a chesshoand-
st inteslace to send them olf on missons. By choasing e tasks
thvisg i and thie veeapoess e Feod, sone able (o Qesieenige (hair
akilitses and then call upon them in comibal, b the extent whens you'll
jusi be able to poded af sormeone yow war o get fd of and one ol o
prolégds will magicaly appear rom the crowd o gul Lhem,
{you'd rather do it pourself, you can employ Sralferbaog™s

impresred Fighling sysiem. Exio has fresh maowes thas can be chained

ot zo fast, guy-who-
lnaks-like-ihe-¥-Far-
Vemdeite-duede.

LUCREZIA BORGIA | LE NARDD [ | - M r AONE
Ralwed sreund her fathery The natty-hatied geniun wiil ba The man whave name Esceme a treren The haodie-wesrer of the fufure
debsuchery, she was taken under her  reprising hix rele &5 a Renalssance: for devicaus behevlor |y appearing In reapprars = and w0 will Lugy, in
Eruther Cesare’s wing. arn varpizn of 30T's Q, & larger role 15 Eime ssgund, “ma]or avents Ehat brivg Deomend
ta unprecedenied places.”
A STAR |5 BOAM: [Fe P02 e DAt Asioide’s Liend o iesd pesl O 0ude oowTel e r2Des Ai Just AN v - FOFFICI&L RO BAGATINE 51
Dl S0 L DBt DeivE s S R A e L T o ] 3 ANy =




elting lay of ithe land = the
foremost assassin tackic.

bt hed 1o despatch multiple gnemies. Erin’s fors have been embaldesed
&4 they wade in and cause froobde rathes than (e ACF pocas” appraach of
stareng him doan belorehand. “The players that fake the upper haad wi
win fighls and get rewarded, both visoemlly and visially, by doire 56, sy
daaignar Paliick Plowde, 0 mofle is stike frst, stnke fast™ Werg stz i
e sLat a comBo, vou'll {0 inbo 2 rape minds chat will Bak rogotFer irsls-
Kills ungil ain enerdy inemuprs v Ml
The entirety of Brolffierirood Is sot inside the walls of Rame, which i

splil inta five distinct districls and range from ke high-rollivg, Temp
condralbed luxorg of the Vatican 1o the paeerly-siricken medioval saction,
Without your upgradeabls home villa aaailable 35 5 hiab anemore, (e ealire
gity of Fome becomes youwr sSomping prounds, ¥ou can spend wour £ash o

TiprowerneEnts thal urdadk new groups and nes missions, and enable the
cily 13 wrow and flowrish as your brotherheod does

You can casually knife
someone In passing, or
drop on their head like a
murderous Spider-Man.
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Rew g ] Brad Bl g Mg

Chrie Bid Uhing

5 about steslthy
PHghiropes and sun;
casling a shadow.

' ";‘h_l_[lrl"!;l:lu-"
Apaking at? O,
. mght, the mask.

The ather change is maone practical; 1o enable you to cross theso wast
CHSLaNCEs easaly, ywiu can uke harses mside s Cily, “We just really liked
the horse,® Ubdsodt iald us, "Aacause the cily is a big, and we have 1hese
RURE emviranments, we thought this is the game shene we weanl bo push the
harse, Al you'll ala be able b pimp your hoese”

Unisalt wouldn't reweal any detadts an the nature G ihis equine bling, or
sty migth about how the hase sctually weorks in fown, soee o say 'l be
hardled withitha same lieency 48 Ezio's rooflop acrabatics. This exierds 1o
heing able 10 slay somesone while an horsehack = even if the [arpels & on
heeseback themselves

COME DIE WITH ME and soiarhe mEliplayer.. The slarling poing
is the Animus-filled Templar lab that Desmond and Lucy souried thiough
al Lhe stak ol ACz: this |5 the trining gt where Be Templas keam the
taclics of the assassins fs with BoShock 275 migdtiplayer, it dossn’t appear
1 dreclly conmect wilh the single-playes srorylire, shhough Ubisoft was
raasive, *Thare i5 5 peisit in the single-player with Temalars, but | cas'i
reveal what that 5, hinted an Ubisaft rep, “H's #oing 1o Be seenelbing 1hat
wong Eight feol loosee or imagine, sl can mally discuss in,™ Hanm,
Atng like 2SO0k 28 malliplager, the best-area selup ustifies

contrivances that weouldn't B Into single-plaver: smaller maps o8 in filies

w2 Flarenee and San Donglo as well a5 Bome, and new chamcier models
rather tnan |ust playing as E2ig or AlLain, There are eight of these, although
anby Faur are being revealed right now, and the samse models are repeated

! e




Lrio has mone help in this game, bt you'd never know [ hem,

El!:ﬂ-ii.-tll.l-ﬁ & hizee playground
Par yonid Qo Chase ppbiefls an.

gabenssaaly in gach leneel. Thee result is an amclosed space inwhach a Lot af
{mostly) iderdically dressed peaple mill around. failing to act nonchalantky,
until suddenly snmeane gets siabbaed,

It U @ Gl el s, “Huorter™ g =] ES LU
willkain a graup of comgpubenconiralled chamoiers, A rough comps Ly
ani 3 distance mwadoul inckoabes where your target 15, Meanwsile, a number
ravedts (hs tolal npmbar of people wihg ange atter yod; (here's always af keast

1 in meEion, warklofnge alang

a% Pl

ana, and this eumber incieases |
tha hasi Assasens fnd wh spendirg

sucoessiul hey, spe

& e succecsi] wau ane, o gha e |
than killing.
ely for
sipoesshul escaps, and remiowed dor the prodessional [aua pas ol siabbing an

nnacer]. This

A et =1 i T

nke are Sawarded seEnerops by far g

L surprisinghy band to avoid, not becapse the A i 1

ol o'l = somebody Bireak, i1

bt Because s [perhaps i
& briel cprinl Bul Chem resume steollice, or SUSE at & corner and them turn
back. I= that an opponent, or a bol feeling sponlaneous? You can't be sure,
Hiore you Slay wour mars depends on siyvle and equipmend Basie killine is
the same as the single-player — you can casually knife sameone in passing
or drop on their head like s murderous Spider-Man. Thers aren't any geands,
bagl with seven ather Bareksrrained killers a0, the DR iS50 it ganling
awaly withoai pping cwar anyhindy,
fscape is made sasier by *chase breakers™ hagishogg 1he map, which

s poearnily dalay asrplaod Gatles slams shul, Bultiastes caap off,
and sispsended plaitormns crash @ the grapnd iahle seconds

Lo et aul ot SIRht. Urde you am, ke coven you can still use single-plager

I e L3

NME il w4

ENIGY WESPFUMIIELY: Dur

Tl L RS0 e TIBOTR] OO ] ey E y MR gl

One of these things isnot
like ke ather,

factics like sting an a hanch or diving info
3 haystack, and because you're sdentical bo
oy el i [l Deneil, w0is Can jusi

th a neany covd.

gh, isC0 use a
SRR CAne anilicg, YU can eEmpoaanty assUma
angher disgusse, 3k transhoem a

1B charactars asgurd vou 1o malch yours,
o S0k an identEal persen to maks a mn
ope they |l dras aliention

T % Ehd Mmaetia, A e e

foe it in the b
Clslemi
promised plenty of character models in

I Tird] @3 e, Iad; e w

i PNE gy DIme,
I doesn't seem bo have occwmed {o
UkiscdL that Brapberhessd might be thoueht

of &% A mede expansicn, Yeq o call i

ASSASSs Dreed 2 5w il

Ararterhood boks Tike & £omy

TUES @ Mark

shansive

adkdition o o of (ke bigees] Iranchises

]
ROME. WE Can’t Wit bo S8 meare.

\
PERIOD

PIECES

MULTIPLAYER
MURDER TOOLS

THE CLAW

An warly vides feased tha
ditferent weapons; Ty’ re
allied b= 18w diMferant
charatter modeld In
multipayer This lebehing
szl I dparied by the
reczleman
character.

THE AXE

Hardiy subkle, Byt then
it wivlded by & bigsd-
stained exeoatiensr. Early
Indications ane that es
best used by peeple gobd
mt running Saay and hildiey
miter each use.

S

THE DAGGER

Ideal or the clansls npire
plufigs, UBlasdE had ikswn
Ehild bilAg Udied By ke
ilugr-hendsd and rather
miserable-laaking monk.

THE 5YRINGE

T cradplly madhad
docter’s weapon of choloe,
it dearmd B0 be cied much
like Exio’s wrist blades:
and wilE iba® and yaur
targel §oai Sown.

THE FAN

Winlded by the sultry
courtesan and tipped with
bBlade, iR the cradtleat

P PO Wl Wl S 3
edsual Meurish araund

the shoulder blade b all i1
talary bo finiss somecne o8,



Fenix is down — but certainly not out. We head to Epic
to meet the Lambent, jump in a Silverback, and finish




Games in North Carolina
the fight in Gears of War 3.

Forzet Holo and Master

Chief; Gears of War is rapidly
becoming the game that
defines the Xbox 360 — and
an entire generation of
shooters. It's an unashamed
balls-out feast of triceps and
testosterone that positively
recks of man-sweat, and revels
in machismo and machine
guns like no other third-person
actioner before it. Oh yes, we
lowve us some Gears.

s
L -

L

Given its platinum-selling pedigree
ol adrenaline-pumpin i

hnale apgen on such a semba ;
Humanity and the Locusi Horde bath
hawve thei

wall, Wi di tr that Adam Fenix is
alive and b held hosta

i recently euthanized
oved Mrs.-tumed-mummified

che-hpsk, Maria = is adead man

O, and an entirely nesw theeat — the

Imulsion-soaked Lambent — have

I_I FICWAL KB g



Human or Locusty it doe=sn't
matier. The Lambsent just
Iz killing thimgs.

SWAP MEAT
i

than tieir humardid : L r DOESN'T IT SUCK when you rum autta ameoe For your Favorite

irti soult r 3 . Fri ; weapon and have to hoof it around the map with ihat weak-as= pistol
yiu jursd can't f-ing aim? Epic agrees, so In Gears 3 yau'll Be able to
swap weapons and donate ammo with your co-op pals = and eyen
some NPCs, 50 in the screenshot above, if Mamus and Jace arent
hapgry with their respective lnadouts, a coiple of butbon presses will
let them trade wntil they're armed with thelr fave gear. It might seem
trivial, but it promises ta make shooly action even more seamless,
Crther new moves intlude doing Flyimg kicks oot from cover and
turning cowering delense inla Kickass offense in a flash.
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“Destructible cover is all thrr.l:g;
~In Gears 3, Get ready to ..
Ts P

These cialks ane the Lambesi

iwalent of Emergenie Holes,

Multiplayer arenas —
ke thils Thrazhball
sladiiin — ook

ATTACK

W These siick
concept shots
strate just how
4 new addi-
the Gears
= (%

transforms

ecr-inwlmerable

shield well, will ad'd

an imvelueble dose

af firepower to

HLdrrdn

we e o

{a PLE Pa BF 1 T

Brumak in one,
Beast is

i flicting
heirmaws damage.
And thet Grenadier —

s o bit feral




aAifelancer, bat poo ¥

s pgwer dne Moo baesl da
arizer sille capadie 0f ooy
foag-range fakes'oes), thi
g apscher fatipee
prpans presondes baremw i
fe eanh before neppleg o

o cobe camagel, ang Flamd
Carmanstes DHaksfar Cockdail-
alier gasgiing i ol

Angd thive dre e i ddving,

S8 DOFFICIAL XEDE MARATINEG  woevw

.'l';'éi'l R T

4l DRUDGE MATCH
F Hardiore dears lans will
already krayw thad the
Larnkeefl it a gimlk
absrration of the Lesusbs,
et Troam an
overezpasure o Imubsion.
Thak deea't mean ihey e
bascefiiees wiith thesr ancestors
ihcughs the Lamibent are
Hpused on wiping it evisry
Ping thing an Sev. They R
i s rifice themesboees
o take Mames and friesds.
hrwes, [l Chis bamibare
[Drugge here. I's sureial of
e B, and ol Bets ane off
w1 comes o piodeg a
i ripaEr._

Humaniby might be clinging on for dear life, but we've s1ill g1 an W'l prockea by ecal A
arsenal of death-desting gesr 1o help kick alien 23, At the too af the S !"""""_F""""""-Fﬂ"'-'
(hass i5 ihe One Shol (a.k.a. the Elephant Gunl, an wisra-powedul dfle eetries; she's the bookish

Fices & ;
able bo down a shicld-bearing Boamar in = you guessad it — one shod, Sy
Gaars traditionatists will als rraclate tha Pandulurms Altame : indalge ia some eyelash:

mars Tlhl.lﬂrn. S5 @ AlS0 Aporaciand INe FENAUm sinanddr — an H-'.ﬂ"ll'lﬂ.l:mhl'l S

Ikt Tay — 1hat swaps sufllaty for et power Marous. How thad tet C06S
aflachmsEn| Ior gan glg-swchool bayonet. Than there havve Rallen apai, Anga Lets
are Lhe new eseculicns, which show olt a genwene fair for the sick it hids' dorwes and iwopo oot
whether ol ne snapping necks wich fhe hinge oo pour nes céwed-olf her headset for 2 Lancer. The
Lhasher boomstick, stuthing grenades down loes” necks before kickang fowr-player co-op promises
b make battles truly chaodic.
LT Y F TS T LT
LisCuests e ihi mlx and

: sarma al the allies Bawe
1 plagusd Gears 2 down 12 pract cally reio, mars prientisl

the Lost Mhanel 2-lidous Silverback exo-sult o help take down langed madasss
Locusis and LamBent, and a camb-tasii Ancsde mode that trades the this arrything
somberness of the campaign for old-fashioned, high-scamng dun. ko R T
sFeart, eEpeed r“-.'-.'“'h.’.l'l.'&;'.-m.'-.-r Vel dreamad
al, Gears 2 was undoubtedly bigeer, belter,
and mone badass — bl Gears 3 issimpl
an g diferend plane of exisience, Instead

rely consolidating, Eper IS ona mission 1o
end thieir tilogy on thie Kind of high chat™ make all grhar
develapers” efflorls — Bungie's included — look like childs play.

Anid there™s sn I me o come. Expect dedicated servers

Nregpee thie |

[ ]

o

d August 2070
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FUTURE PLAY

COMIC-CON INTERNATIONAL
mgna  SAN DIEGO, CALIFORNIA

FoR MoRE inFo  The only Gaming, Technology, and Music Resource at Comic-Conl!
oo ATTEMDING  Demo and discuss the latest games, technology, and guitar equipment!

Wit Comic-Can.org  AWESOME prizes, giveaways, lessons, and toumeys daihy!

JULY 21- 25, 2010
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' ‘ NORMALLY, when we're

- running @round in a crowded
casino, it's in a desperate search
for low-stakes blackjack. But not
today. Amid the flashing lights
and the clink of slot machines,
we're trying to navigate a sea of
ambling bodies without being
touched. Because those bodies
— upright, mabile, ravenous
bodies — are zombies, And if
they get their hands on us, we're
gonna lose a hunk of flesh. »
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A Meat the Contestants
#® = "Once Bitten
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Each casino has a unlgue
visual theme, and they're
all lewin gy detaile-d. Chisik

aull 1he fosshie fougior!

godlen to ke s sluff..

FORTUNE FAVORS THE BOLD
1] _an 1] eng up

1 Ticafin & wall
+ bt

' LErT: Human boobers! Hit
*em with that hot Frying
pan! RIGHT: Seeing mowie
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It"s a year or 5o before the events of
Dead Ristag 2, and you're stuck in Stibl
Creek, Mevada — a small town abouk §0
mibes oiside of Fortune City. Population:
humdreds of zombies and a few humans, who
— for the moment = Include Chuck Greenge
and kis daughter, Hatey,

That's the sceme at the 41an of Case Tevo,
the dewnloadable content set betascen Deod
Rigimg and Dead Riging 2. Besides Introducing
you to Chuck and Katay, it debuts many of {he
mechanics found in %2, Including buildine
combo WEAPDNG in & Maintenand roeom,
Combay'Scratch cards, and the two new save
&|ils. Maredye, it establishes Hatey's noed

for Zombrex (the drug that kesps her frem

tuming inte a zomhble) and Chuck™s

willingmess to do whatever [E
takes to save her.

Within the first few minutes of our
runthrough, we leam that Katey mesds
Zormbrex by B pom. that evening (she needs it
wvary 12 hours in Cose Jere, versus every 24
hours Im DRI, 5o we hawve ta roll. Inside owr
initial safebouse = a barmicaded gas station,
junlkyard — we uie a maintenance room to
make a spiked bat (baseball bat + nails), and
then we head into lown.

Eefore long, our search for Tombrex
uncovers other possibilltles. Wa lpam that
the bridge out of Still Creek |5 blocked with
wreckage and rombles, and we need to fnd a
vy to escape. After bringing a broken-down
modercycle to our salehouse (in a cart that
i bawl over ombies — sweet!), we'ne fold
it meeds four missing parts scattered abowt
Eosam; omce we Find them, we can (presumably)
w5 the bike to flee the ares belone the military
arrives and Lakes Kafey into quaranting.

In Batween these plot revelations, of
COwrss, wa do some majar pom bie slaing,
using anything we can find: a machine gun, &
thef's knifg, a plpe wrench, a fire extinguisher
[freezes the undead so you can shatter ‘em)...
you nafme it. Iaside & maintenance room, we
assemble am |.E.D, (nails « propane tank],
which shreds a crowd of carpaes when it
blows up, and a Drill Bucket {poswer drill +
W:Htﬂ'.l-dhir.tn:llp anto a zomble™s
head U witness it being growend to pulp, Wa
resiue a few sumivors, toe, Including Dick,
whase pawnshop has soma handy [tems,
and Sharon, a hungewer pariier trapped in a
former millitary encampment atmss own.

Unfartumately, by the time we get Sharon
back to our safehowsse, it°s too Labe bo gei
Katey some marning Zombres (which we
could've bought at the pawnshap), and the
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ABOVE BADDLEBOTTOM: Affer mesling
Hikki and Tia in a bovwling alley
(where, yes, wou can bowl], you find
and rescue their friend Shamn.

upthinkablne happens: she
turns into a zamhblel Choosing
to stop Cose fere here glves us
Ending € — surely the chumpiest,
mast prematurne and teary-gyed
ending avallable. But it’s also a #
reminder that, as with Dewd Risimg,
hearving diferent endings will certainty
encauraEe mulliple playvthrosghs.

Whatever conclusion you @ed, you're bound
to bewel-up Chuck by the end of your game (he
can mech lewel 5), and you can |mport your
lewel inta Dedd Riging 2 ta start the game with
boosted attributes. Cose fero's price and exact
release date are still TBD, but what we played
was epough lor us to know_we're not stoppin®
LIl we reach Dewel 51 .

L
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SECRETS OF THE DEAD

Blue Castle’s president spills his guts about the game’s design

KM What were your goals with the combo feedback from the fans. The complaints had more  medloecyclo jacket om and use oaly kickass Bases
weapons, and what are some o youwr Bnveribes? 1o da with the single savwe slol 1han anylking veegpons, buf | prefer the kids* supechero outit,
Rab Barmedls 'We were Boking For & veiny to build ellse= peopde were caughit with save games that a dimsosaur head, and an elecirifed make, Chack
on the first game's mantra of “Anyihing and wiene impossible to sdvance fram, We have more  racks wp a higher body count tham most action-
eyt hisei ds 8 wedpon.™ The resulls ame s than one sawe slof now. Using the resirooms, gamse hpnosis, burl | know those obher [guys] won't
devastating amsd hilarigas that the whele combo-  antbe olher hand, was something that many bee kicking ass in a minl=skirt and tebe top...
waapon system Is central to the PP [t-lp«!-ri!ﬂl:i- tans liked — [hiving 1o reach & toilel] added to &
pednt] mechanic, Just ke players who took lots sense of diead, |kinkils great, XM The portion of the game that we played
of photos in Dead Risieg could level up faster, (Cammi 1-3) was aed moatly om (e equbalent of
Mayars who use cambo iTems will alveiys be O My Why do ce-ep games have two Chucks Wegas® Strip. Wil we go omtside this anea i Later
gaining mose PR instead of a second characier? Casas = o, 4y, & mechine-gun renpe or & sand-
Ireally encourage people i discomeer all Barrall;: A huge part of Degd fiding i lelting Bugey course?
Uhe comibog items 1 see how truly twisted our players express themselves with play styles, Barrett: Tho whale game is sef within Foriene
waapnns taam is, | like the knite gloves, The prefemed weapons, snd o, IFI ook the lime City, but it*s a hig place. The ouiside area with

tesla ball (hingo cage + car batary) |s great, tan: (o make my speclic Chuck book & cerlaim way, I'd  the parkin the middle is the bigges! area, and I§
IFyou can lure enough zombles Into a tight pack,  bemeally disappointed it | booked dilferent when | has plesty of vehicles to mess around with, Each

the arcing ebectricity is wary effective, pained amolher game, casing has As own visual theme, so the diversity
Bonus |:||:I.' &ll combo WEAPORE AN miada from 4 amazEng. A% far a machine-gn range, whao
lwn ibems, with one exceglian, A hint for b (M Thve game seems b bean mane toward needs a range when an owlbreak is going on?
lhres-item weapon: i Invalves a wheelchalr. comady tham hoaror. Why? The whole waild is épen 1o machine-gun Rre, The
Lari; | Ihink Dead Réding 2 offers a unique bigger question ix, *How many other ibemes can |
CEM: Whyy jist a Liny teeak bo the save system? balanoe [between the fwa). You can play it as duct:ape bo a maching gum (o create somaeihing

Bgrrgdd: I thank wa're fully accomssadating the a siraight-up action game i you keep your completely chaotic?™

sererat i caios minigames: 1<
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ZOMBIES

RECENT WORHK: Crechdown 3, Dead Rising,
Dead Space, Lefl 4 Dead,/Lejf 4 Seod 2, Calf
o Daetyr Wiowritd ol War

CAREER HIGHLIGHT: Claiming Las Vegas aler
Dead Risieg and Faltouf ¥

STRENGTH; Goal-oriented, You tan decapitate
ihem and cut olf their arms, but 2 658 a%
ihair heads are kntagt, you canl keep a good
oniliia (or hyndred) dows.

WEAENESS: Appraranie. Maybe it"s nod heir
fault they crave flesh, but dao iy alweys
have io shew up looking like Gary Husey
alter a Mardi Gras bender? Every day is ot
undead casual Friday.

GUTLOOK: Solid. Games need a (onstant
sleeam of bullet fndder, and there’s none
nelter than explred husnan-shaped targels.
Bonus: They're gombies! Your Doliom line
dopsn'l suffer fram unnecessany budget

speni cn Al pragrammisg!
£ATCH THEM HEXT: Déndl Rising F (Dciober);
el Space 3 (201 1] féad dsiavd [TE&D

Algust 2010 F



INSECTS

RECINT WORK: Losd Planel . Rizen f/ \

RECENT Wik Rl - Woalfenstoin, Cal oy
Cuty: Worfa af igr

CARELR HIGHLIGHT: Mecha-Hirler,
Walferzrals 30

CAREER HIGHLIGHT: Malhr. in Godaiie:
Serve Wi Eartfs (Rboe) — nothing beeals

jhe mrather of all bug monseTs.

STREMGTH: Tesmwaitk, Hobady Lses DUEs, g0 thi
fiist leical 1hing in pames is for ihese pests o
wark llke & team with a ckear hisrarchy b weaken
the cppasitan. I that doesnt Gl IL, --l.ki super
iz (him, like ihe gusnt Akrid in L0 Planéf 3.

STRENGTHS: Branding. The Nazis
cornefied the historlcal-nemasis
markel by combining a Ma mhosyan,
reCogrilzable |:lrII'|I‘|-iI:|i:|'\-I|::.- with a
brutish, genocidal indolerance thal
was nedhing shoet of purs pyil,

WEAKNESS: Relevance. These ROCS -
Sbeppers aren’ what they ance were,
and mow ganden-varlely lesrorisis
an: Making a sirang bid ig ke the

quintessamiial new videogamse had Aus
feer this gentury

WEAKNESS: Education., Wem not €1 'rv::'hll-.- HHare
of any sdcation programs for fedgling I':u!;-:.
wWanting i progeess in {hie woreplace, This :
usually means they re rfdl thvee SITATLEEE ETIEMIRS
Eo eainmmanale.

GUTLOON: Fair. They'e nod gome pnyahadi, F.L“:'I-
ypocalypae sirsival i guaranbeed. .|l-:h-|r,-.mll'-|l 3
kiltn Richands and newly ndusted, armagedc

u“;ltgi:ﬂ:lI:.-:rLﬂ!‘:f;:::'::l;::.,‘:r;rilly ool ustin Biebet, .

fitd of Warld War 1l eames a1 |.‘|igl. ;‘:li“‘:'_“’ |_,l|,'!'-|.' H.1II‘IFF-' | "LI;T A.-I-;-:-I-l_-:.r:sn-.. 1iE §

Though synergy with Zombies Mgy Skave ' Dk Eve: Demonicar

off parly retressent. i

,‘.I:IE ALTI HH.E..TI'-'I 1 Gama lester. Mazis were so ruthléss and
ngmatic, il they Wt Ihelr sights on elisminating bugs in games
ralher than eatinguishing members of 1he hiliman rc 1

i, wetd
NEVEr Sad ancther “onling updsle” aeain.
CATCH THEM WENT: Rusp {September)

{Aupusil; The

SHARP TURNS

RECENT WORK: forzo 7, 8iur, Solit/Second, MalebF 08710
CAREER HIGHLIGHT: Making you wips oul..repeatedly
STREMGTH: Consisiency, Ko matier how much you glanoe ahead
0N your map, some ceiracks’ curves are o shanp Uhat you just
i (9 B i d ba wdiker bang Inko a wall at 200 mph or
zpend lime restarting.

'WEAKMESS: Redundancy. Even novioe drivvers can adapl to
cefain bends in Uhe iasd slter Several attempls, Timse (o mid
itupa litle!

CRUTLE: Sfrong. Games like 5ol arid! dde redelining the
idog al rateltrack shejaclies hay, Fal Buildingl, but Sharp
Turns will always be a drives’s woes] enemy,

CATCH THEM NEXT: Test Ordve Unithemifed 2 (Fall 2010)

ALIENS

RECENT WRH: Mass et 2, Alfans vi .
CAREER HIGHLIGHT; Fosming the Covenant in ine Halo Seres s
i i | bAatik slabes. They car
g about aliens is thal ey ne :
TRENGTH: Malieable, The greal th ! Felealin

; Ik ke mansters of llke humans, and il develapers are.'.-.un.|1.rrl1:-.l.|:?;::5“m e

inbeTligent sa iheir game can spin off nto 8 whole new IJI"";EIUI‘I that ¢

; X . 1 v Hﬁ”':'" ;

ithn- isam of align chvilization, We el | .

e i = 3 case of us humass elther hawing bo traned Dillioas of
sz Teletpenmuting is nok an option.
Fittle series called Halo.

Predanar, Alien Breed

WEAHMESS: Transpartation. 1's altwidy
light years bo el bo ErErn Or HiEE er

QUTLODK: High. Lacky fof galactic interlapers, Bungie croaled a
Plus, amyhing can be walinn” intbading man. 5,
the e g 1hal geeng [pe them

£ ATCH THEM WEXT: Hale: Reach [Falll; Crysis 2
(Hoveembet); SO0 (2001)




Better Know a Zombie

There’s no right or wrong way to build a videogame zombie.
Here are some of the best interpretations we've seen.

— 1 3 1. &, K.
BOOMER CHAINSAW ZOMBIETHING  PROFESSI NATI TOMEBIE
HlAs Left 4 Dead 2 MAJINI Twa World's If ZOMBIE Cati of Duty:
Diewesti poer Vabos Rl Ewil ¥ When the undead LefT i Bwad Wil o Mear
EECERT WiRH: Jusl Cause 2, went the extr, slira: Far the most part, et i kry pari ol Win regular o ieils combing bor
Ninjo Btlode, Nimis draldem i, Eraleiipai reili by rombles doa't camy ihe garee, you pel AT FER TR T 18 ulinate undead
TMNT: Tirvtles ire Time Elving Baomies tha weagam, bt every thits_thirg. become zombies, they B killing fane
Re-Shelled abiity to puke bis i vaxw and Dhetr en den'l Rine Eime

; # reans of attack.
CAREER HIGHLIGHT: Shredder [of "

imla Turiles famel

WOL'TE @ ninja, you

mastial arts, have ca
mmaneuys bty snd agility,
and are rasely seen withoul
your propet atlire.

WEAKNESS: Inleroffice
rommusiication, 1T nimjas
are suppased 1o be se
atpalthy and cunning,
why dio ihey abways
|.1|r.i||E.|.'r'-'ll-‘|=r.h afonce
like & bad metal band
hitting its chorus®
Clearky, someong
didin't get ke
maerHl,
AUTLOEH; Mikd. Hinjas
dasrt hawe Che crossover
appealal. say, Lombies or e
Insecks, I Uhey' re in yoar game,
] mﬁst‘ihﬁ"'the r}.-u:"' &
Peiro™s 8 |'|||"|!a, "i. 1l
g, Dihcraise,
ihey sirply don
maks mach sense.

OB ALTERMATIVE: Starbuces
basista. i ninfas ran last-paced
enfipn spobs, their speed would
ensure sharer lines and man:
time for enjoying 1he S oihing.

ganal mysic compilations.

CATCH THEM B EXT; I:JP:'I:ITIIII-E-'II
Warras: The Game {Summer)

HUMANS

RECENT WORK: Sias

CARLER RIGHLIGHT: Allas
STRENGTHS,

sy --'I Iy 7] . ¥ S

rark/Alofhock 2. Bed Dpag Redemgdion, Batmon, Arkham Asylem, Modern warr
¥, Mo rfa

AT urede racat g PUppe]e

Hinjas, and Zombjas

[fram B okl — i
Symengy. Undike Naris,
:|:|:|h|rl;. Ehan versatile beam mambers, Whethar thepy
ALepdnt, the best thing aksgur being a Buman Bsddie
WEAKNESS: Loyalty. In games,
fram oveilards,, who

& Since 1Dho,
« Beneric humans adhare i nas
'f a saldier in a ski mask OF 3 COmMmGN Slreak thug in
ok 15160 fonfidence that they are not alona -
o goed henchman defes ordare 1 :
: df £ mak T SLSK 0
are alsn usually humgn, b it hﬂu:ﬂl
QUTLOOK: Fantastig The wao i
- Fastic. 1 il, and we humans arp us

df-‘t'll-f“."lh“lns'h:l be mowed down by the {kpusands, we ur|::::|I|JrH”!Il T

CATICH THEM MEXT: Ghans Riecow: Fnure Soddier TBD

prifc Erouping,

il neads py
Sl shep up to B thallengn,
AT WOrSE enemies)

ol af Doty Btack Bhas [hovembor), § Am Afkee (200 1)
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_Alpha Protocol

THE VERDICT

Hiore o W B TTR IR o] i SCirarh [
Wilh o spesrind quosbum micieaige
Thal meEasires EamiE il al &
sulbiaram i bireel, of tavria! s a
MNawleia prooevs, bul e sy pri
rpastina s Aol i1, 24 i Bow
|Bteipret Lhe cenelin:

A0 AWesome
i it

D

CIH 5.5 Medlocre
3| @l Gwtidgs |

R 4.5 Dol e
= A

Ancients of Ooga T e P
& dasrm e Ly L e
Attack of the Movies 3-D
Backbreaker

Backyard Sports: Sandlot Sluggers
Batman: Arkham Asylum GOTY Edition
Blur

Deathsmiles

Doom 11

Earthworm Jim HD

Metal Slug XX Red Dead Redemption, page

Eﬂfﬂtﬂﬂ'ﬂ HD et i e T R e
Red Dead Redemption x ox
Shrek Forever After

Things on Wheels

7. NOW
UFC Undisputed 2010

IH OUR HEXT ISSUE: s puan



“Doyou wanna know
how I got these scars?™

Red Dead Redemtlon

How the West was won

PUSLISHEE: Bsficatar Gamses - DEVELOFER: Rachsior Su Biegs - ESRE MEluss - BULTPLAYEA: 16 &n Kool Lihsk - ALHIEYEMERTS: Shirde = L0AT: S60

during fraught sha

Red Dead Redemption feels as much
like a living world as Liberty City does.
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MY HORSIE AND ME

Farget Barbie Horse Advenltures: this
i% how you do digital horseplay

ur tap of the
"M hop nto the saddle
a5 it's running,

SFURRED OM
Tappinig Lhe & bButtan cause

a ravine and yvou're feeling particubarly

1} i =L E Kim The pood
anirmal. Th

prélly ro

To add even more varieky, you'll hase 1he
opporlunily 1o imlervene inminl-scenarkos a5y
ride araund, such as slopping hoese thetis o
joiring shoctowls that randeenly appear as you
red. U cassonally, you'll receive alfers
Irom less savnry Bypses, [om = 5y,
Eiving yiu b (hanie to exscise your
moaal judgmend. I's these mompnts that maks
Fed Pead fedemalion feel asmuch ke a le ng
wield as the more heavily popalated Linsry Cily,
perhaps even maneso.

If these's ane thing that truly grates in
Jan, ir's that ygw spend the bulk of the

13 Belp sleal a

CiTemie

oyl
pame tring 1o inbercent Bill &0 0 £am gl
bralket in Big mslon, In Eechange for bElp hnding
i, e ' Farced 0o perlaim errards lor a
nigmbrer af Raky individuats. The paokl i
ks Falks reguladly promise inloemation
ImeEn don't deliver i

pamathing that figsirates

IN THE WILGE; The deser =5 hame oo maimy pledsant and or

e Silloa, oriei ey, WilUTEs, TGS 5. a0 e brabiel s

farsian, who neveriheless returns to thiom ke 3
icked puppy. You'll share his aggravalion afer
&, But when 1he game does acoelesite
towand LS condlumion, however, s wibedy
gripping ang meamsrable

e whpuld be abde b0 sy the same aboil irs
miultiplayer component, Bul il comes up & bil
shat, The “lobby™ is the entire pame-swnrld, 50
Aty g o conmecE, you e demped inbo New
Austingwilh groups of sbrangers, whens wou can
posie up and collectively underake astisitips
ardl gamargpses — like Duel's rmesome buo
peran gundights ach foat, Begisnabdy,
vee d Iypically bry fo =iorm a fort with a friend os
NGO EayErs shonk us in the
bBack tor our trouble, (Thank gocdness By che
prvaie-malch apsion. A%, Redemitiaan is sadlby
lacking any cut-ol-the-Dox ¢o-op modes, 3 la
Grand Theff Aufo Vs "Hangman's RO05.E"

b, ol 10 hiave

August 2000 4«

.. Y

Wide-open vistas and plenty of wildlile [and bandiis) o

keEp you LOMpany = this is one gangeous game,

Seltle marital disputes
thia CHdl Wk way in RIWES
multiplayer modes.

Lucky far gamers, then, that these gripes never
chamihar ary ol 1he Fun 1o b= had, 'Wilthiout
queslicn, Bedpmption is a truly epic resuscitaion
ol 1h Weslern tTheme in gamess. Momcover, 175
casily the hest gun-slinging same we'ye mar

plerped, Anvane wha dismis
Horsey [= méssing aut o0 2
iedlized pofnait of rough-'n"tumbie Bfe an 1hs

plains, tilled 1o the brim with imriguing, amusing
charaiters. — Mike Channell and Ryan MeCatfrey

Bariital maorkdl ae BC1ETS.
Aeapictiv g pliy in clissic

Weuiem erene
Plet progreasion can b g eosdreg

il L.

WWOLI e buree Fo e i peaes lor
ancEher greal WeSemnT We
doubl it
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Alpha Protocol

GEE, that outfit doesn’t say “I'm a secret spy'“ ﬂf aH Mike...

AL 1: Sega - DLVEICPLE: Chakllan Exlerfalament - L500; Matare - M He Srprwi LEE

AREnCy 0 e re] s nob #ven gor gther b he whadeyer kind ol Thorban yvou sand when
depaable-cps agencies know about 6. You've conyversing with obthers: a cocky smooth-talier, an
@ [F i iched to Saedi Arabia 0o imvesirgate all-business badacs, e g 1oeal prck,
—— hour duratian, While most games an appane temadis] attack, whene a suace-10- Thesse Canveisalions are & delinite highlight
mlploios cRar qnioe &nd hen pter oul, air mssile brough? dewn a padiermer aidimer. As a5 you wnryel the gamee®s phal bwists. Unlike in
ar po fram bang to lull 1o explosive linele, Alpba in mast RPGY, you can choese fram a selectian Mass Effeer, you have a lim ted amount af Henie 1o
Fraraca) does aeilhern, 1175 gveily varhiose, sk ol classes, includsne a <omhal-heavy 855k kar, s e g PSS E; Same B 'S predented
and cumbsersames Bolgre fnd ng s LAl e ] in e A .'I!:.-I BLET, T 8 111 e sl i, e oplea a5 3 gFen el emodior. while ofher fimes 15's 3
mididie chumk, buf then 7 succumbe b ils worst for the sleakth oplion and made it thugh the direct indicabor of what Mk will say. Each of
aitribwies i the Anal chapber. Should wou s2ick entine game without killing a single persoa thig many ChafacTers s

wilbi i Will you ward 1o? (though we caused hundreds of conoussionsh. maeed has 2 unigue
Frahably, bot you'll hawe to suffer thmiggh Proragal alsp does a laudable job of allowing you persnnalicy, and you
F0enE ANNGYANCes to mach 1he

e YOU'll have to suffer through some
aeniabieat s mermes ANINOYANCES 1O reach the payoff.

T4 OFFICIAL $E0E MaGsOINE & wses o | £ Aaugust 01



They may look Innccent, bet thess cula
characters can play some meas bhaseball,

.i ﬂ“ll most _mﬂun camplete Alphe Protocod

without kiflin g adfsle peron if you 50 choose.

Even when alerted, your
festes mre dumb as posia,

Sgndlnt

Sluggers
Swinging for the kids

=FAMUSHIE Araef =BEVEICFER
=[5 Eseryoas = RMULTPHLAYTE Foar-plager
SNRLHILVEMENTS: Harder Than sapecied =C

- Like last yea s Backydrd Foothall
10, Samdiod STirggers ollers kid-
fricndly sporis with its share of
irritating quirks,
This baseball wersion cerlaisky makes
il ok Lhe Big-head famall-Body,

Iy animaded style thai's defined the
framchise. For its low price, that méght be
efiniigh, Bul issues — such as amimation
Burps Ehak keep wour feldess Inom nescting

reacl pretty ditlerently fo each nns wiliethay

it's 1he hilarioushy eriowad-sh Steve whea told to throe to & base, &5 well 2
the stalc "flbaiross.” You huild a esmimars difficubly switching 1o & nearby Felder
iola o X F ) i e whem a slow gEraunder & the inifield
EAME, () ii= ol i &, dear i i = otour elien enoagh to overshadow the
b cold shouldeds of Talks yoir amagosiged] in the other side of 3 rocen valik .:."!._... TR TH: simple pick-up-and-play contral schame.
k& warme's Fnale, which doesn't aulbe lenpress & Thee gunslas is egually clunky and i's You can play P msini-games in
nuch as satisfas ionly ¢omelode. especlally paindul when each opeeation’s dimectic multiplayer competition, but anly b are
Un sohe the leand h05S EnCounier Lakes vaur siealth soticas fram waorth the effost, The Story mode |5 good
GrTeers ghts is a thor floc sow, Boncing [ace-io-lace condmoniations with kids-vs.-bisllles shuff and sunprisiangly

challenging: a ey tactic s earming fun

afier fngstrating <& al gamepley mach |
= missian deslp imclisding a sneaky e Fray powae-uaps lo aid 4 particular pitch or at-
hoat inflEmEinm amd & cosbar-les sampencn Einal missian |5 ore bang. & bat. That's about 1he anly strategy here,
whee o 1D Eargels through the s I b figl ' which s B0 SETRITE, Bil it doéd mean
srinar rille — 4 undemmined by do ; g Tk i | these sluggers could ba in the fergatten
i Mewifid e g bt Fnatine on x in less than a season, — Alex Olark
# Compelling convenations . & tCeprably ugl This car't be the
ard slaiy. [ same Uneeal Enving that ere Geard af War

¥ High-qualihy vake-sting 1o Aass BT
= Eoagh gumeplry mechasics; ugly

graphics, Thres ol fer mink-gamea wil

X T ) ) ][l Clologue ReRS us caming Dack, thewgh, and they [ E— e — 'H'EIII]]I:T

:f:i;lq.:L'p:Hl_l_:l-gllpeuﬂrm Bleyile Alnfe asoee the bad game i ool e A Biaged Ball povaer-up Thal
= e, We just had to dig a little deeper than wetd Himes the sareen? Reallyt
L] That's jest gross. a

=i Lo et 1o the good stuff. = Ryan MoCaffrey

HEX T "p5i oo TR ] =l v wmed ikalrboarfing wr ] : —— o -
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UFC Undisputed 2010

The celar change whea a
harsh blow lands makes it

15 limes more &

Still king of the cage

Hi} LIEVE 1: Tuhe's Iren

The sy alffcial LUFC gasie in

O FTee Wears, 1At years L

zaeg (KM rating: 8,51 hig like 2

Chisck lell uppenCut, SConifE

Wil ERRICS i
of coples cross-platonm. Maiur
Yuke™s are back [of rouand P,

O £B0id 350 t
siallirdE mnllns

illy, THE i
siil Uhicry Puiraseis™

just acked omn a e nemher: DFC 7040 femaies

a lapse ]
and a champim i is own right

il '|ll:'|'ll.': elfost astablished an eniredibly
salid new type ol fighting gamse, depicling mizid
martial aims as siewer helore, And the Jeyelopss
have Suilk axiens ety an ihat loursdation, addeng
heaps al vas o ihe clinch, submissians,
and sieikes, with slicker Camd lighser-spse
Iranmsions helween them. Theyve also placed
MOSE SMporlance an |:D'|i| QN AN pO%IUNE, while
adding a surprising amount of cyerall depih to the
rand Hghting machanics, The ahiling fo saark o8 1he
Cage walls 5 our Tavorbe new fe re! SNoving 20
TR MA2NT rdini &0 Mg REfikeG G

petiler b EA'S ppiaming WA

b Sl e il

76 DOFFICIAL GO MAGAZINE #

T o Lty L i saree vpslerms Einrr

i i 8 crucial g o URD's reality, &nd now ir's
N [0 R E e The gama Fangtinnirs wat hoiad i

There' s 50 much 5o keaim (haf &en iFsune
URC 2o, vou should go (Feough th
| By me Ao < weith the fighsi

syalaim amnd i 315 AL I lASE years

[ .

nilids ik

rem Bulos nl g

1L Cramr 1 £ BulwilF S0
camelires leel kil early

m. (sEarteng oni loaser

N T Ay Gl i

o = rrEathy ever

dithcutiex F

e oy can
1 Clas&ic
NENCE [ Gt ws, Bedior or Licdell ws, Bvans) in
the revamped Ltenale Fighis mode, whach nove
ATtachas spiial v iy {ooditions 1 aack ol
and play ihaowgh tile-cl & aned ficle-dalfenss
sl s, COeling-

WIRD OF WARNING: LinD
or =

B s rlww H

 August 2010

an

Lt Tar more options and even the inclusion of

inilinsg FEhl teams where pou amd yosir pals joir

Ip@ather i amass a el Lollad v ratord, On

oal all that, the gampe's caress mode manages
mare of a slong, the oreabe-a-highler sysiem
rrs, arvl 1F

1o ke

has e By var s lar

sbands al 1oi-plus hip

wath as Kimba Slice and Frank Tr s

Like the best sports-game sequels, UFC 2010
dualivers more, more, mare. Bven if that “momne”
accasonally feels like almost tao much, the
gamp sfeessiully achbeves the goal of making its
predecessor ohsoleio. = Henry Glibert

+ Imgioaed i an glicdd p- imgicddee

haruda
+ Mech richer enlirs sapareren.

VERDICT
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Backbreaker

Proof of concept...and not much else

ns FEEFignLeE, Ina ppatent &Marl o highlizghl

r WL Euphiona, the camera i et kisd bahind che plagor
i CHon s to conltal, e E delonse laugl
MK fi EEry doswn is aulcenatic

17 WY [ Hh| an. And when
ol maEnuE Ry activale e .'||.. S WRUr SRE=0NS ang
FAEIOT limite
Wiorse wel, (he athletes conbrol like they're on
Tackhreghe Tt 1ab the gkl slick-based passing
W, s awicward, burmovers ane far too prevalent, he
tha Evpiu Nalrtal the mEnu SyScem in Ledgis i
by e convoluted, and various Al weendnpss leads
saalistically are i frgstration, (Dear &0, teammales: please stop
B reghing the kicker wheps FBe's Irging to punt s
id
L Mos &l e lost, though, The Backla ARe mird-
Backhreaker, hills L] & imMpac] ull 1, 1 iR fackles happon jusi
RayStnrm HI] pegretabi, e g e e
"5 looiba — Ryan MoCaffrey

Charge your laser
qnmewhEre glse

SFUBLISHER: Sepainé- Enky = DEVELOFEE: |
= MLLTIF AR

# GCanpeaws, reainbe Bnkbng
aiiFaling.

= ‘Warky ramers and
crnlmaly
Waileirs I8-gime quirks and
gafles,
I epplayn Lalloiw sebry
wnghe Pl CHR W 5L bl
haye gread teplay vantrals?

ENTS: Predi il

Dlasting 3 mondescript lof of
sl duburistic tanks, jeis, and
mechs wasn't exactly gaming

mirvana when RapStanm hit the PlayStation
in 1597, and this tepid Arcade revamp
does sarprisingly lete 1o make it relavant
in ven a retro way. & mighly new
unlockable ship wilh unlimited haming
migsibes joans fhe o na] mnderpowered
trio, but even this rockie becomes a bie

ol & bore to haul through sight stages of
modestly challenging but style:deprived
sereen crawls.

While your main g unlcads a newer-
ending torrent, you'll use yeur allernateo
wizapon = a dovastating laser — (i ek
on 1o and annihilate a burch of targets
Simullaneously. In classic shoot-"em-up
style, you'll walk a tightrope betwern
prolonged risk and increased podnts,
and that kense balamcimg act might save
RayStorm MO for some folks, They' Il b i@
The min gy, Choiigh, bhecmise ewen the
hardest b are just plain dull, and even
fully upgraded weapons lack modernized
wisual punch, = Camemn Lrsis

VERDICT

= HEFLK
- *-“ o |

Dedensa is a bit tricky, especially when yau
switch athietes and suddeniy hav Bo jdu
lRng you are &f l'|'1'lll ) I'I-I'PMI'. '

S oadary lkxck-on sypslem
erwardn rink-txkiag with geeaier
a=ore Brrases.

Shigs namel lmes mares ke
ek e dipzed Inmelasses.
P ifully dral aereies and
B,

Wi 11 really worth nideiagt

HOT BAD, RIGHTE: i s Lo Wrar H 2f Sackberoiecs Tacde Blley mnegae Aucust 2070 EEIIA
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Earthworm Jim HD

Still groovy after 16 years

= FUBLISHEHN: Camalall = DER
e MULTIFLAYER: & o sacpartive mads [Box Live =r uames
= ACHITWERY 8 M oraseft Foir

Doom |l
Aging like fine wine

FER: Gaersslall = L2AH: Everpene L+

#FUBLISHER: Bethesda =DEVELOPER: id Software/Herve Saftseare = RULTIPLAYTS: & an wame wersss or T Lss
= EERR; Mature = ACEYEMENTS: Sweet detar awardable! » O05T: 200 M kraseft Pomts (910]

In thi crawded, competitive,
E technologically advanced first-
person-shoober genre, a 16-year-old
game should oot hold wp this well, no matter
how good b eriginally was, But Powm 1T is
magic (ma 00 bottle, and ts secret gameplay
concociian msEing potent today,

Hared i3 1Bis passiBlel |1E £ ames deran ba
theea (Bings. Far one, your weapons feef
perfect = bolstared by the double-barelad
shoigan that made s debet here, Alss, s
msansier managene is & freaky &5 aver: we
lrwe Fraw Uhese helldpawn hate esch ofher
as much ag they loathe you, arsd how stray
FireBalls fram ane foe will camse anather Eo
attack M. Furibersore, because you can't book
Wp OF Srae = or jump — DeathMatch is mane
about smarts tham about skill, making evary
round & mental chess match,

A ngw nine-level episode, Mo Besl for the
Liwing, has been added fo the original 32-map
Heil o Edvth classic [ar this KBELA release, |t

T8 OFFICIAL X

leels like carmon, and it definitely assumes
wou've played o dar of Dovm i your dary, pulEng
no |:|un|:|'rr5 a5 it throwes the erbing kibchen sink
atyou with abandon. By the end al each drea
wiou'll hEee left & massive trail of corpses in your
waks, lawingg bean creeped out slong the way
by the kmowledge that the switch yow just hie
reteased someEifing nashy - sowmewtere.

Only a bit of lag in the othenwise lun-ag-
vl mullipléyer modes on Xbox Live mellows
ke buze. But when you finish the gamie and
unlock the Doom Marine*s space armor for your
fvatar, you'll fesl betier, = Fyan McCalfrey

Fivsar by @k ] bt 15 @
whirgl pg bl

i i e S0 Pl = asd
irsilisdes splic-garaen!

Caline pliy I8 proaas ba Lig.
Hirw daes This game hold up 24
el 'Wie can handly bedlewe: it

VERDICT
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¢ &Bugust 2000

CREAM A LITTLE OREAM: I~ 4

BrilFaa L misie arimation,
and gderign

Nrw creapeEraliee levels aoe
a hen disiraciban

Sl all of dheap hics

Bieri m laray game by ey

TP,

WEy B |hed dmiled been
miaaleg-in-aclicn lor

i longt

T i o i
T

e

A

. - .
i T )

s
PEEE ey SRR T
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i
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Forever After
Better than you'd
think, but not by much

=FUBLISHER: Activision = DEVELDPIR: IPLC
Erterralamest #MULTIPLAYER: & on mama mywiem
=ESHB: Everponm 106 «ACHIDVEMINTS | Feuzabile
=LOST 550

e It's rame to see a kids'-mavie game

that aciually tries to be good, and
lar & while, Farever After keeps (&

up A ronmdied-s1yle co-op remp for wp te
fowr players, 1§ runs Shoek, Flana, Dy,
ard Puss in Boots through seven big,
Imaginative (if drab-looking) stages Flled
with samebimes-clever purzles tailored to
each character's special abilitles. Donkey
kicks, Shrek lifls heawvy objecis, Flona
lights thimgs on Fre, and Piss climbs and
Jumps, &nd youi Can sadlch betaeen them
on Uhe My il fewer than four people are
playimg. Thene's also very basic, Mlaaty
combat, which youll engage in pretry
frequently and often o muted, 30-secand
loops of pop-punkish mosic from the Flms,

Farewer Affer sports a few neal touches,
including puzrzles that involve shifting
betseen the movie's dark, crappy
altgrmale ynivedse and (he Sunnier one
Shrek normally inhabits, Bist ultimately,
the game is hamstrung by long, dull
sireiches; a strangely lifeless, waskhed-sut
presentation; and multiplayer that's teo
| chaotic. If you“re looking for somathing
Eo play with Rids, thaugh — amnd you've
exhauiled the lege games — you'll find
some easy fun here, — Mikel Reparas

Deathsmiles
Teenage witches, b!_.:t no Sabrina

= PUBLISHER: Akiyd = DEVELOPER; Cawe =E5A8: Teen = MULTIPLAYER: 2 on Uive = ACHIEVEMENTS: Lisswen & L0SE: S40

+ Samirt, mildly wmjogable
Erei i el P2 2liss,
# Unlockable abilities affera
eeaedn io revish Anished bvels.
= BERared coambart and presenis i,
T Fsaw maey (ImEs S h ol hedd
Farmy Gripg's " 0o Yau Like
Waffles™ belee yo cragh?

VERDICT

6.0

RIVIA: = iing in ILGIE coT

In B campaign that lasizs under am hawr,
wie managed 1o ledge jillions of bullets

in a zombde cow, an ovil tres, and & sainl
who's tied bo the ground, Griliver’s Trevels-siyla,
¥up, Derthsmifes s one wacky shooi-"em-up —
but It's also incredibly deep and rewarding.

The game*s scoring system is 5o complax, we
were barely able to scraich #is surfeos, much less
learn to use the various counters and POWRT-UNS
to gt the most out of it when blasting owr way
through goth-Inspined worlds., Moresaver, you can
shoot beft and right; there are mulliple lenels of

Metal Slug XX

Once more unto the breach, dear friends

=PUH/DL'Y: SNE Plrgmacers =T5E8 T =RIP- T s Ukee of sarms screen = SCHIEVEMENTS: Undlsar =C005T: 100460 WS Palans (5151

wieaponry; you have a famiikar (in some modes)
thai you comtrol with the right stick; and you'ml
face Ipads of enemies. If you gei overwhalmed,
yau can call in & pal for some cosop SuppErt; ‘s
fum, although the game's sasily beatakle sala,

Eottom line: You'll need dorens of
playthroughs te get 8 handle an everything
that's going an, and Desthsmiles is addictiee
enaugh to keep you replaying. Af 550, it's A
pricey propodilion to be sure, buf for hardcons
shmup fans, this game is more (han worth the
Imvestment. = Taylor Cocke

Do, comples srecing
dyilarm

g ey bl il @it
design,

Salid leaderboard segpori.
& bBE taa haedoans far
e bifl i%mep
Fanallca

B pebinple (et Wiled by
Ehe fakary realky emiles
whin thiy dial

Barauiilully ardmaed
vinzaly mnd she sgpiian For

el filiei pliglSrsugh
Facis 1084 of visshety far @
a0 shoabar,

Ereecen by way oo quikkly,
What. ra blaed-puking
rarhie ransiemny e

VERDICT

WBIINE T3




@ xa0x

Toy Story 3

Thinking too far outside the toy box

- PLUBLISHER: Diarely Rneepnt b Srailios = DEVERCPER: Avalanrhe Frofitions « PSER Dvsryene LDs

e Froms Cavd va Fimding Mewsa,
| Fizars claam 1o fame is
| personifging gl things in big

| oweays, Top Slory § i ns exceplion,

I'-I:l:I_:h'.D: J-bﬂl Frgess Bl mameant ta last, it
dreaa o ight back imdo your childhood with
lurry stifled dragons, Fisher Prile-esnue cows,
a meng in ke forEn ol @ heasd gams, and all of
those kwahie oy characters,

Thaugh the deslgn Is unimaginably precious,
the attual gameplay doesn™ ach the sams
level ol passsan, The gami is Split inho e
parts: an episodis Llory mode and Waoody's
Raundup, an open, cuslomizable woeld. Staying
Lnge to kel characters and the world around
them, the slory made locsely follows the plos
of the marwie, comalele with cultscenes and a
ramaiive iy Hamm the pieggbank. But as far
as gameplyy, cach bevel in this mode differs

80 OFFICIAL XBOX BIAGETINE / wavew i

£ TICHl) L e

vl ly Mo the next, Ose kel pou’os baitling
aliems 0 & runaway train as Woody. Soon afier,
yOure in Bapr's shoes, dodging ebechic bolls

ir Dwig's foriness, Rather than creating a fun,
divgd o Linivierss, 1has gamaplay varioby shing
juist beaves you bored and confused, wondering
wihat the heck you |ust played. Worse, you have
Lo congisbenily rely on builtdn Rinks and tuborials
o guide youw.

The athier balf of 1he game, Woodys Rousdug,
affers a mone grounded experience with plenty
al time fo dig your spurs inlo your sumoundings.
Fulflfing gqueests and colledling peasures anuind
1own lends you The resources b comsinsl
At detlomal bullding s, purchase foy residents, and
dedl up your lownspeople wilk Tashiom items
Ewen thewugh most quests e rather mundane —
like geaing cilizens tinfoil hals, or moving cows
fram one cormal 1o anolber — palicing your own

mF Bugust 010

MULTIFLAYLE: I in aplit-acressa co-ap

RCHIEWVEMINT S Da-able = (057 500

and undocking neewi aneas s enfeialning and
sddiclive. The anly Biue is that you'll run ouwt ol
quests and unlockables im bess than four hows.

Creative and Full of heart, foy Stary T just
awetTeachos, The excoution doesn' Ive up 1o its
mirg grandsase condeptoal design, creating 1he
type of platicamer that makes vou frusirsted with
iher g, nok your peformance. lis Plice chaom
makas it well worlh trying, Bul it e paches
1 bl ol Billiance 1hat you hope i will,

— Mg han Waik

iy platlzmmrer-type paneplay.
T Why lan'l Woedy vedoed by
Tam Eya k.t

VERDICT
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Om Lhe inberactive main
Einu, #ach slong-
mode level has s own
board-game plece.

WE'RE SLDv Puar werk 1he Brst siud-o 13 creme o Tully compons gereraned feanare Sim Toy Srony
| F2EEN Tt Cofmparvy Ba5 WO aCiegw pres ACSemy B dor epsry C0 messe they've made dece,



Aqua
Making calm waves in the Arcade pool

*FUBLIZHLE: Mirasch =DEVELDPER: Garet Dbtillery = MULTIPLAYIR: T oo gevay 526 oaly
# ESHR: Beeryone 104 = ADMIEVEMENTS: Simple * 005T: 500 Microaah Polnbs (5100

H Crizp, steampunk-inspired art design involve clearing foes, or protecting ships or bases

fuels this tadn-stick shooter, an from ememy atiack, bui a Few tricky boss hatiles
iniriguing mix of cceanic environments, demand patience and patlern recognition.
story missions, and HEhily strategic combat. Aqua’s combat and controls ane quite good,
A% a caplain and engineer Im ihe Emperean and yet It feals a bit sleegy. even If the campalgn
Mavy, you"ll command & vessel on the high does grow more interesting as you progress, The
seas, sinking enemy ships and subs acrass 10 twa-player ca-ap/campetilive modes are decent
eplsodes (abait three hours total). Ower tima, diversions, but withouwt Live support, they're mingr
you can equip your ship with new featunes and additions. 51ill, Aqua's strong visuals, colarful
Sy : Wiapons, and even recruit four swpport ships characters, and mifty sheoter-play make it a good
= - — k- that accept simple commands. Maost missions snack betewen bigger releasos, — Andoew Hayward

Attack of the [ sxosvormyun —

. ﬂ“’_ﬁ-hlﬂmﬂhmﬂﬂ, r. X e shuirp Ingamss wisiahs
Movies 3-D <o o s F& s o ]
Terrible in any ._ e e
d I mEnSIﬂn - , o Nt ‘Whare's tha caling play?

= PUBLISHEE: Majesce [ arsnslmvesal = EFELIHLE
Fanel Bullon Games «RUETIFLAYER & &6 i8ives S0ieen
Galy *ESHE: Teen s RLHIEVIMINTS Challengieg

ml ST WD

?‘- Wae'd say that Antack of the Mowies
h 3 i%5 wall-named, but mat far

the risasan yoi might think, This
dewary mil shcales i an aliack — am assault,
rieally — an your walled, your patience,

and possibly your soul, And il pou play it B-atma“: Arkham As I.“m

wilh the 30 mode Eurned an, s an &1)-eul

ded |aralion of war on your eyebalis, Game nf the Year Edltiu"

The premise could've been prosising
in capable hands: you shoot your say ls 3D worth a second I.ﬂ'l:l |{_.-‘
1hraugh six action sigeiondes loosely - :
inspangd by mewies like Terminstor and =PUBLISHLE: Lidos"WRIC =D FiR: Rolksleady Studion = LSPE: Tean = RULTIFLANER; MiA
Brridfers af the Losf Ark, each ending in a ~ACHEVOMINTS Reg
boss baftle, Movement is aulomatic; you
just cordeed thee £ro5s hairs with the analog
stlck and targel baddies and power-ups,

The exeiulion, however, blows. Levels
are repatiiive and short {lasting six to nine
minyles apiece), and with no secreds of
surprises in the enwironment, ieplay valee
is minimal, Warse, 30 mode — played with
included old-style (red fblue) 30 elasses
— makes the game harder is play, and it's
so hieadache-inducing thal you'll get mare
enjoyment from ke gamse's holographic P y ; c
Bz cover, The sole comfort Is that yeu cen BT . o i — Chuzk
irvite thee fricnds (o share (Be migeny ) e i
with yoie OF Betler yet, dan. d = : e ] o £ e e

— Chuek Osbamn e : ] ' ;

gla

Sepparts U o il plineia
%0 mode by opticzal,

Lean fhan fe3 milnides ol
imiaplitd garmeplay bar S0

Wiy sk & light
|IH'I.INI1.'|IEII‘ E;‘t“r:'..e- VERDICT
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Blur

Turn your lead foot into racing guld

FUBLUSHER: Acthialen - DLWELLY

@

EOMORS!
CHOC

1Ek- Blideir Cieationg - 55

Wk a full field of 2o deivers Badhing
ph bl oo of @ach oiher, Siee may
sem e a simple-minded mix of
censed wehicles, colamul prmjectiles,
and callaieral damage. But there's
& falieved mathod T this madness,
and It turns Sier into an experly Balanced argade
ricer tnal no maolorhead should miss
Jusst knowy This: youw earllest moments ame
puarardeed 16 b= a B dEsappninting iy star
in caress mode, The Zaphics are shick and the
coninod ane accessible, bhul wou have ondy thres
e Types: oodinary combat races, checkpesl
Irlals, and destruclion cirouits, Kme rivals won't
engage in showd owns untilyou complete akiang
nasls, and ilhink vailed grired quesis — as v
a5 sheaving ofT 16 eam “lans™ [resd; eapedionce
painlsl — do lilche to pick up the slack,

B2 DOFFICIAL EEDX MAGAZINE £ wrera ommin

Everpnnd 18+

Add ancther Bae hefman bEEng 1o cthe mix,
though, and Bior reveals i1s tnue nabanme, This
sucker i Baill po emphasize the social nayes of
campetitive racing, and it goes 8 lof deeper than
thumping your chesl in public sia Fatebsak and
Twilter integration.

Wiz £ ar Abaays Take your st baby steps
bry ivsignp Tendly =1 B g €an't do phis™
challenges 1o your pals in ganeer moda, Bl
nop inte online mulziplayer, amd a new world
of frenzied mayhem and &sdde liee pdogression
rafks opon

The segrel lies im the Intorplay between the
eiehl egually wselil povwaerisps that Biter every
unculatimg frack arsd rapidly mespaven, Walching
sedan-sized meteors bameling arourd Irscks
sl drpEywour == anid that™s just far stariers.
Balts that temporasily bobble enemiss (an alse

T 4 hugust 2090

pEcuni Bl drki

1AYTE & an wplii-screen, 10 o Xbax Livs o0 Syslem U =5l

ROCKET ABDER: Tragpgern
Tl SCLraE Lies

HIEVESERTS: Taning = {045T: 56
destroy Incoming Shurt mizsfes. The Blast redivs
al a Badge |a poraariul enargy burst) might knock
rivals off cliffs, or clear an unavoidable mine
West prucially, Shock calls down Fighlsing in
frant of the loader, 5o caly houls wilk Lady Luck
celdom delermine the autceme of a e,

And the lorges you play, the beller il gols, As
vou Complebe Moderm Warfare-style challenges
and climb 1he ranks, youl'll £am new paied jobs
angd mings upgrades [such as sxiea health skais)
fir wioadr cags, DR youwreay o free Hilro bosasts,
danp power-up decoys that eaplode on comlacl,
and lald moere. Best of 11, bacause ke upgrades
broaden the posiibililies withoul making arqamne
a gl welsans cam™ just mop the oo with
2 Al i il e e gel il
rear fender banded 1o vau, vou'll 1l Tovse #uiry
crazed mimite, — Cameron Lewls

PV NPT OImeaEs

e 1

Futuristic weapons give races 8 soi-11 Mar,

victims flyimg
through the air:

YERDICT
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DoveRrarDs i Quich SOCerion 0l bEmperany el nokouines
Sare medd o D vy meETssT | L nkn regries

ddTnEidd 0
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AT =S Ancients of Ooga
i e, B We think we're gonna puke

FinjaBee TA Mia)sles

Fant ki 013747 )
4

[F1] - |

Things on
Wheels

Needs jumper cables
"H..E-I.IEHI:H:?l.l'.-:-H:-rrrllnIlu::hl -Dﬁ‘;'l-'ll.'lHE
Lesd Ing, =MULTIFLAYER: 2 9 §plit-dcreen, 4 on Koz

Lhew =ESER: Everyuae =ADHIEVEMERTS: fuiay
= DT RS0 Mirasoh Poimis (S00)

Shorily after reviewing this game
“ Iin pur Febraary 2009 issue, we

bearned we'd mistakanly racaived
@ nan-ravieaahle copy, and that Thirgs on
Wheels was actually still in development,
Even welrder: neardy 16 moniks later, the
Egame feels largely the samie,

Whatever billionalre fumad his palatial
eslate info a playground for these B'C cars
forgot that racing games Gve and die by
thair handling and physics. The vintage,
muscle, and sports cars in Tibiegs odfer
mildly differing characteristics, bui usually
Eheery Tesgl like wou're steering a fshiom
whiels. Chversteer just a little, and you'll
sgueal to a near halt, Nudge a boundany,
and you may end up facing the wrang wany.

Miarry of thie gama's 30 circuits feature
deeceni jumps, crossovers, and branching
paths. But it*s hard to wage exciling
vehicular war when thie lvels have snly
four colar-coded power-ups and the
affensive opiions only slow things down.
Wo wonder the multiplayer labhies ape
already desartad, Wanl a cheap B C racer?
Try Mad Trrchs instead. — Cameron Lavwis

Waderaiely ainisithee waild
+f shimy Noars aad beweiing
harnibune.

Pagr hasdliag, and physics ane
APERvH g

Unigsianalily vhalkom power-uz VERDICT

wrlmciien urdoes siraleglaing,
‘Why are Gameraps hidden n
dinked onliae malchesT [ ]

CAUGHT IH & HOEH; J-¢ o

L=t of foal npacital

ai btk ik wwll @ obiscta
Bo pobdde and bgl

wo pediewrful besvle. Pl ol
sl artisde.
Dinppeoin gy simeslistic
purrles) oripglisd $Mine-
only co=2f,

WL S0 ol i i -
dimensioaal £ig et e
b3t Laf Risidle & daren
mmlana?

VYERDICT
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A Cure for Compulsive Looting?

I allargs admined gamers wha fake the
shorles] passible raute though an acyinmn game
af BPG, Yo kniosy, the cntical-pathers, the
cpepd-ipAners — folks whio nof anly ignore
wigle missians, bl alao SLay iEht on the masn
sl in seeny Campaign massion, wilkno
nead lEds davialian

“m e exac] opposile of that, 'm a ek
an cxploeer. Im gamies lize florderlancs and
BipStack Xowhere gxlia gear ard ammd ans
eyeprebeng, U search forthem in almasd eeery
container in every building, In Mass e aner
beating all open sideguests, | actually did diive
the Maks araurs] evésy planal 0o #e1 aif the are
W || hunt Hell no 1 was 16 'lull Bl likee 5
Hogrders ecluse, | ooualdn™ stop mysell,

1w s v Fownd s el inseending ridiculows
minlives for pillaging. In fallo? 3, as 1 aided a
Super Mitant stash, I'd imagine ane of those
wrowdy Knucklenuts opening nils facaibe desk
far 4 Snimpak &nd than shodlire "Noosonn!™
sihile g his knees, Boking ug, N85S ( ar ksl

Green Day: Rock Band

FEUE ELVIEWLD

July 2010

ol courgs woham e sealiped (1% baes swspod
Wien Dmade the misiake of shaning Ehis vissn
with stalfmales Fran and Dave, Chey Bughed
themiebves dilly...ned 1hat | blamse theee

% beimg an ilem-hoover bad? Well, begides
e fact 1hat (] bakes yoa lnger tharn mos Y, I||||'
13 Finish a game (haugh gou see moee al i),

1"t i) s, 06 00 curable T Whio kmoras = hiug 1

e kmowy Ehal pasnec like Ades Wake am like a
rubberband - snap on fhis addic?'s wnsl | sLaslsd
off scowrning every dark, dimiy liL corner in the
gams, anly to realize that 1her"s just w100
itk empty land, sven tor me. Maryg of the
therminses and seceel bomes ane in fz My cbhyius
pletes, and the Botar-hidden callecriblas dom®
|astily searching That mech waang .'-'H.|:- <ially
when Taken ane ahood.

G thamks, Alpn Wake; wou give me hope, And

| can alwans heoome

can't sLop mysellT Well,
2 game lester and gel pand 1o ey
n ewery litlle cormer of a gamie,

1'1
— Caiey Colsen 4

Kbox 360 7.5

Prince of
Persia: The
Forgotten
Sand

el ¢ SRR e

Even with an underwhelming story
and limited scale {you're confined

to @ glamt castle), the newest Prince
is swash (n charm and spectace,
Bolstering the beautiful visuals is an
assortment of clever new powers,
Including the ability to freaze waler
and restare crumbled pillars and
platforms. The focus
on acrobatics and
puzzling svokes
same of the serles’
fimest moments,
and it's Hlled with
sword-swinging and
time-rewinding fun.

VERDICT

7.5

Alan Wake

We like our mysberies eneepy,
riveting, and dark = and this
yhp-axclusive “psychological action
thriller (as lis developars call It
delivers on all counis. As author Alan
Wake, wandering the town of Bright
Falls in the wee hours, you must fend
off possessed townsfolk whose only
weakness i5 exposure

to light. Battling

shadowy figures

with a flashlight,

Flares, and

bislbels does grow

repetitive, but the

tense atmosphere

and a stunner of an

Iron Man 2
Skate 3
Split/Second

July 2010
July 2010
July 2010

Kbox 360 3.5 = ending make Alnn
Xhox 360 8.5 Wake a winner.

Xhox 360 8.0

MWew! Every OXM review...on our disc!

‘Pauwe bisen Ch Prorng i ik, arsd wilh e Lo ob 6l Gie e mie e d

VYERDICT
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et ot 11, Exierp g e e S0 drd A, Lined B 8 il O e 1 B RIS
Ennretd o0 g d b, pomplese smih wares, wreenshals, amd pame-baa cirein.,
T Arsd Hrem, scicdl 1o e cgkeen thie ais mer asd clidk oo the Sedeas

Dalsbase slidi, D'l Wy up 160 line eadifg!

..... y 3 .-'-l.-\:|||‘f|l 2010 FRIMGE OF PLARTIE Fare of Lepo posmess sl lowe the taan
P o L Evgren ¥ B sd 1oy il ) B B NP ST



GET ON THE INSIDE
Immerse yourself in the personalities and
back-stories behind your favorite characters.

DEEPER COMICS COVERAGE
Get one-stop access fo the hottest stories

from all the best comics sites, large & small.

SHARE, CONNECT, DISCUSS
Expand your knowledge and make friends

in a community of comics fanatics like you.

COMICSBLIPS.COM
COMMUNITY -DRIVEN INSIGHTS, NEWS AND RUMORS.




Analyst Michael
Pachter says
the days of free
multiplayer

over Xbox Live
are numbered

By Kevin W. 5mith

BB OFFICIAL XB0X RAGETIMNE & vk nx il e L £ August 2310

NEWS, INSIGHT, AND OPINIONS OM EVERYTHING XBOX 350

JEMME WARETM

snbabily feading 1 in belésen Ihroxl-fpning
sessions of el of fy: Modern Warfare 2 mulliplager. The game®s developer, Infnily
Wiard, saps Kbow Uive users have already invested 155 Bilian hours playing M2 within
el mioeiihs of ds elease,

Ebox Live subscription leas and secial lile aside, those billices of howrs Bnomoltiplayer

ax s e 13 playeds, Videsgame-indushny reseasch

Iys1 Michael Packier says that™s going to change, since game publishers are busy
Nigiafing ol bussirsess medels chat &l Charps eou for ondineg mulciplagser across both Live
and PlagS Miatanck

“Fall 2011, 1 think Call of Dune: Modern Wearfane 3 Is a subscription games,™ Pachter bald
s frgm his Los Armeles office. "I pregably still hmee a single-player campaign and same
Iree online multsplayer and Co-0p — erdugh to hoak $oi,”

Pachter, ane of the games induastrg's oSt high-pealfe anabess, says ha's heard
dEmctly From Botivieion ikt the company wants oo s3am charging wou dieectly 0o pul Some
baullets in ke head of skHalaluVe R, And gore A Lmaasiom is s cesshal, all the giher
game publishers will follow sui, he explairs

Wi caigion that the arsverrs holow are, of cowrse, Pachilers opinlon, But (s ooe waorih
reading and knowing 25aut — especially ihyou re one ol the 25 milion people or $owho have
played Madern Warfane 2 online, keeping if a1 b top of Ehox Live's mast played chars.

' ‘
I e lilksd P05 2

matehas have {oene al o dadk
il

AVATARY FRorier Shys o (201 DESEwE IMENS Sper] L0 LEeD DlRping inGless feys of
M aCully e syl g irE w1l 315 b a Upe-Feeai ) ifdend




RESPOND

Wi Tollovead i with

hitters for theeir Eake
Packies's prediclio

Tpe—
"We have
nathing to
offer on the
subject.”

ACTIVISHIN SFOKERRMAR;
“Activision has
no intention to
begin charging
gamers to play
multip!

The company
is always
fooking to

-

increase
community
enjoyment of
the multiplayer
experience,
and right now
is squarely

focused on
supporting
Infinity Ward's
I'h"l{:-"d 21
Warfare 2 map
pack offerings
this surnmer. ™

HICAOSOFT SPOKESMAM;
“We're unable
to provide

an official
comment.”

o R RTRIL T
t! 1L -

DXM; Where have yr 1 hearing that fzi
Lo sEart ¢ Ir LI
Pachber: e heard it direclly from Activision foe fheee years
by waid it wath Tl of Dvaly ard (hey said i wilh Godlar
Her. Mo Guiter Hero & Tading, The [brand] that®s fading,
s hard 1 ingreasa the price, Bul the ane Ehat's growinag,
Acfivisian h 1 4 |'-|||
al Ihis pa L has sxid i1 a bianck ol s, s They
1'% maing 1o
Ires oul 1ha right

ral LRis pear

iy,

aven't & Fetrad thiey e going 16 el il
fiap 05 jusl a guesli
dusimess maodel and when, T

Bl el

A AR ET] nkr chais "

Pachier: | think ghe publishers reslby were skoptical when
Chey sLasled, and mow Ehey're all comenced thag's che way 10
go. Gamers are naive il hey think publishers aren™ going to
charge far |caline muliplayer].

-
Pachier: Publisherms didn't do waell st yean, Boae al tham
made a tom ol emonssy, and they're all akoul making minnsy,,
no bty is freg, The mode you consume, 1he mare yau
Py whthed i sd-Suppietesd ar direcl pay. | don® really
gl winy peaple haye [Ris sense af entitlement that all (ks
siul shinuld bie Inee, Frankhks, 1 de'] hink (be pubisbeers
clor™ think thay inlerded far this shulf ta
happen. But now that they see i, they e gosng 1o exploie &,

o medanaus

i wh u
Fachter: The math is preity compelling. IF vou beliwe

H mallion peaple are playing Col of Dty oo Ehow Live,

IRal means pmbahly anathar g millice s plaging on
MaySration Netwarks If 12 million people are playing, what
iFyou captured anly 3 milliom ol 1l & subsdriplion) al
Fisimonth? That™s Es6o milllon incermerial [ FRAr, S0
wlty muld el you $2art high?

And what are the other 1o millinn players going o de?
They're going 1o be pissed, and thon what? Trey're gaing
1 gir bary andther game. They'ie not going 1o stop huying
Fames. They may boycot Activision e owaek, Bl IReye

August 2000 F e s

Q@ xB0

Pachber claims amy
axira lees will be
relnvested iala
each game.

o
i

Roing o g0 Buy Aagmeffeid o Medol of Banor ardd try Hanling,
UNEil EA s, “Wee chamging for thal.™ Then ihioy'Il go b
ke regw Bungie pame and play i3 anline, until &civision
Chasges far hal 12 just Bhe wary 0175 going o ga

DXM; S, 4 1Fink ficl v sEard charging First, and
Ihien all Uha al ers weill folioe

Packitern Mobody is in chis husiness far chartable
PUMROS A A SN P50’ jusl going {0 bake your mioney
Al bank i1, They're going 1o use it (o baild @ more
mmersive, mam addictive erdironmenl for online gameplay
soyau wan 1o play even more. They're going 1o relnvest

it, Thiesy'ri not SLupid. The biggest change in gaming in ibe
last 14 years is that anline mulliplayer has sxbended ghs
Lfe ol gamoes, ghving gamers hogrs and Bours mome o do.
And et thie prece of a pame Fom 1954 b0 now Ras gorde df
Sin — HFD

Fachter: | suppose that anygme wins does argthing ral-froe
Lakes a hit, N's nob bee peaple undeersally adans Sy foe
dioing PlagStarian Mepwank far free; they just don'l commans
i, Bl mad smve Sorewhen they stam
(EciorTs mafe: Pochier belivies Sanp pil everiuniiy Begin
charging o af leasd some aspectaf FAN, | People dan't
aclually bash Micrascft for charging for Bbas Lise, Bul ged
i Lhem if they raise the price

charging et il

.'I.' il a0 L LR ol ked i 14 i
Apnx Live, or v 1 I (Ll | ' RCTIYIRIOR caredihye
Pachbir: Adlivision probably can’t change direcily unless
ihere an e P dan't kreoa b thiey can 261 anadnd
leiting Micrzsofl callect far theme by guess is, them'l be

an ingrermenlal subscription. Hbink they're going 1o sy, i
wod annt Xhoew Live plos Coif of Doy, its Swoofvear. And |
1hink when peopds sign up dor &, IC0BE =click 18 hurles B
chaag e woddr credsi ard,™

OXM: How an i dn abink Mie et wil
Pachber: | think Microsefi's all o 1his, Theyll maks mare

gy, 1o=a, I by pel bo collect meir 10 perdent, it o
theesy care il Activissan makes 5360 million a year?
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(REH . or publishers slark charpeng oo mudliplayer, will thak fesd 1

SOt of 2 indusktry For £l smal publishess wha don't
Paghter; Can arfpone make a fge-So-play onling myBiplayer expericnos

that*s as gaad as Call af DuneT | gsess yau can, bul it <os15 a kil of money

LHERY: Wy halk s 1 A 15 peog vl BEy 1 e i f Ips
basdid & € unity arsund the game, maintains peogie's nterest |m &
Frmanchise, ar eads fo more BLE a FHME Uit 5 dasdan th

Paehter; Al thal"s lrue, Bol who cames? Okay, iEmaintains inlacect i [Be
franchise and alows you to se% a malkan or feo map packs 3 bmes at %15
apiece, 1 allnes LR sl S millign $|:, mag packs and make $o0 millien
— ar it A0S you Lo chame 2 millicn people 315/ maemh and make 5360
mmillion. IF pou’se going 16 do all (ke wark, why not get gaid Taril?

CREM: H anc

1 hapgen, da yom Ehink 'l charge
Pachler: Gaming was changed forever when semeone came up wilh the

hriliant idea to make online gameplay free. Online gamealay got bip
higrer and pubdlishers and develapers tnad to outdo one anothar ani give

SECOND
OPINIONS

We ask two other
analysts about
multiplayer fees

Not necessarily ™

SCOTT STEINBERG

HEAD OF ¥IDEGGAME CORSULTING FiRm
TECHEAVYY GLOBAL

B& OFFICIAL EED MAGAZIME & woeres FRiEgusl 2000

*Players are goleg te hawe mene cholce than ever. Are
they golng to have to brace themselves for the fact that
EA might wery wall stard changing for games of Modden

or specific player stat updates? inevitably. Does it mean
it's golng to ba that way completely in the future amd
we're nok going te vobe with our wallets and change thai?

Agres with him or not,
Pathler iemidins gai
ol 1he mosi gualed

wous more and moee rosust gameplay, And ihat got mare and more expensie
T 2, Mieaf Thireg ynig ki, people ane spending mome hours and buying
lewer games. fnd fhe pubdshers are spending more fo make the game and
making less maniy,

iz congurmser sepms to lamaend ka1, Bal ke Tach i, we don’l have 300
anymaore, or fadway, or Acclaim, or Inberplay, 'We Barely have Arani and

Eiiders, Sa piibTdiskers i nt Qut of &% B ause this famers are ke,

“Sreew i, nolk=naly desimnes g

XM How do wau like bains snalysl makice 1Bese kind
Lnat ruffle feathers

Pachber: The guys that don' ¢are far what | have 16 say aren't the peopla
wind pay me. S " theme They'ne nod my boss. | get pald well ba help

y ol prediclions

miy “ackdce,” This ma™ Adyvices 71's wahar Lohink is gaing 1o e ppsea, and the
reason | Ehimk s poirg Eo hapoen 1s, L makes lopical sense gphven what |l
knerw about all the players in the indusiry who make (he decisiane., Pm just

tedling you what | think is going 10 happen. ¥ou'm free (o disagres. &

*There s been such a conditloning over the last fve-plus
years that when you buy the box, you heawe access bo
anlisme. What"s chasging now, sxckpl [hat thay wani mora
money from my pocket? | think the consumer is going to
puke on that idea pretty good..unless you can roll out
some valee proposition whare you'm centinually piping
new content ints e game (hal"s really exciting. B thel"s
the case, maybe [publishers] can pull it off."

MIKE HICKEY

VIDEGOAME AMALYST AT JAMCO PARTHERS

CAUTIOHE Hecbep 1T

hS puSE IS W eSS b wrd D Lisosg d Gamiie of Dy E8d0gs
S T L e

[ 1 hasr sy

¥r [hes 1k | = FriE f

AT



LiveSpace

Xbox Live Is full of nice people looking for a good game —
folks with manners who are good sports and want to meet
more people like themselves, That's where LiveSpace

comes in. To count yourself among their ranks, send an
email to lettersgpofficialchoxmagazine.com with the subject
line “LiveSpace,” and include the following information:

GAMERTAG: Yowrs, of course

ACHIEVEMENTS: Which &péciic Achisvements do you take tho most
pride in having eamed? What made them spacisl?

WANTS T PLAY: Which gamas da yeu currently ewn that you'd like to
plry with other people on Xbox Live?

HI, M'F HAME I5: Your frsk name, where you're from, and yeur hobBies —
gam|ng-related and athewise, Basically, tell us more about the gamar
behimd the tag.

& hiredn00bkiller

|'|1I-uu.|- enis: ['m most proud af getting “Lat
ockAatars Die™ [Grend ITep)f Auro
I becsuse killimg one o
tool, and of mabbing :
Hit & i Jack Mig wehile pemling it
Wamls to Play: GTA IV, Baltleffefd 1947, OF Hera, Shean Whike

T" gep  wh

vy 1o

| Sl ek b

H: Prigsary SeHrgs Erabbed

Snpwboarding, and Stoked
#; Matihirw, [rom Toronko, Canada. I like seowbnarding, BRI

Hi, My

& DEAFHAWK36

chiswesnnng

Jic hieeement | EE3 LA T
a EEETT

!-'l LRS-
wirre The higeest best of my 5

maming patience.

Wands Lo Play: Halo !' 05T, Tiee Orange Fox,

Splinter el y Duty: Medern Wanfore 2, and Left 4 Bpad
Hi, My Rama Is: |2 Fpakane, Washington. Been playing Hafe -.Inn_-

fifth mrade and =il w.Pmiin o gaming ¢lam QaemtheTog.com), and 1

lom

: I"m happiest aboul “Finish
11 because | beat the game R
le 1 wras deployed in Irag.

, ears |:-.I' War X, Tiger

@ lommy
Achigveme
Ehe Fight

B o i
L] ;|u|'|
I:llr-l Madeegrrand

v Y1
Woods 1 =
Hii, My HHIII

and "Dead Baran™ at ikhe

snagging “Tank Burger” :

&y ian helping me.

Wants to P rrvy of Teve, Left 4 Dead, Left & Dead 2, and Resioesd Bl F
HI, Wty Hamni Is: Elygse, Fram Washisgton. I"m nof constantly online

piles an the homework), but I'm ateays willing to pial oflsers hefore
mpsedl, A waord of warning: | will <cream when blindsided by a zombile.

HE CROESOWER: by

THl game, Elicit Lanloey, mesy

X

1,

10.
ii.
12
11.

14,
15.
16,

17.

18.

1%,

20,

box 360 Games

Halo: Reach =
An Uber-popular brand, 2040 thie fame's recen] hila 1ok doem
mlsls ol players, Mo suprise 10 sae Fessh alnp ke i

Gears of War 3

A Tomal unmveling an Lahe Sigds wdth Ve Fallae cerlainky helped put
Cerars af W 3 a) the Inged of gamers® minds, Ared, of Course, ' IB

s - b pis | 160-Ezelus e [icense.

Call af Puty: Black Ops
FabLle 111

Anoires hiupe siguel, o
ol of thie el AAA i
Madden HFL 11
Medal of Honor (2010)

Dead Rising 2

el dravang ewen more attention dor baing
ey slaled Lo Inchode Peoject Hadal functangliny

Fallout: New Vegas

Guitar Hero &

Assassin's Creed: Brotherhaod
Rock Band 3

FEAR. 3

The Sims 3
Despitg a limited gresance an .':l:i:'\. .'I_ Sims*' mizinsng an Pl iy has
felks eyeing Lhis high: profile pom, 1 WwasaT in lisl manth's Top 20,

Ghost Recon: Future Soldier
Crackdown 2

Star Wars: The Farce Unleashed I
Dead Space 2

T Hrsl wame nabdbesd crilical praise Bt
et &l s fallGe-um
wl| Fer 35 26 cales

moedes] sales. Exienshae iness
which alresdy books ploniy promasieg — hodes

EA Sporis NEA Elite 11

ML AA Foatball 11

Wt college: lootball season s08 o feew @i hs sl il's reasanable that
an RCAA e weadld slip a few spots since last mench, We predicl a rice

in tha ranks as Sepheeber ap pnoachis,

Max Payne 3

fdensir GTE et B B o Then 348 Vs soheawled o el faly d, S o e ke e il
i My 7 TO10, Puvmegs sy TF, JR10.
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YOUR RECOMMENDED MONTHLY ALLOWAMCE OF NEWS AND SNARK

TALKED Themselves into thinking that upcoming sci-fi first-person
shooter Crysis 2 is a “Holo killer,” did EA. In a recent interview with website

IndustryGamers.com, EA Games label president Frank Gibeau called Crytek's

face-melting first-person shooter "a product that would squarely go after
what Bungie built.” If you're talking about graphics, sure, we'll give you that
one — Halo: Reach is pretty, but Crysis 2 is the best-looking girl at Xbox 360
High Schaol, Leave the hyperbaole to the “professionals™ (a.k.a, us), okay?

90 DFFICIAL B MAATRRG.

A COMING 1o the ¥onx
IR0 excisiaaly i5, W
Faihe (. & PCwersion of tha

wpoamine acban-acheen|ure

sequel wmas gubesd by, _fhe

EAmME S N E=oearl. Yes.,

It didn't take Sherlnck
Holmes 1o Pl and T
poEethiar wlien Micnosolt

releated the Fabile i
Liae art
adomeed wiith
Ihe phrase
=il =
Yhox 360 and

Wincoes® atop

the packaging.

Nt (i J Aligust 2010

Microsoft had fo fess up and confirm the PC SEL one week
Ialee, when they alea conbinmed an S0 Callgcfor's BEaifhan
1han will cantain physizal plaging casds, a coin tchokshie,

and &n ok in-rame quessk, '|-!:i|'-._ Hexeer clop breed, ansd
puthk

bought 17 coples!

CLOSED was the entire Hallpwand Yides chaln,

beingireg dowm videogame cubsidiary Gamse Crazywith
penirg 19,000 people will lose their jobs across

+ pienpany, which i lusde s the Hilbypesd

Video outlels. Hopelully this newly available gluk of
kncwledgeable videopame stalf will infiltrbe cther gaming
reRail £ REIng; van'
o pree-arder evendhing from Hanhr to Hanmah Mondana;
MeAsie ham ewvery sinale e we 521 Igod in one, Wl @at our
Hansah Menlana Fewhen we're good ard eady, dammit!

y Bl lieed of Being asked ilwe'd 3

bk # hamw wden markel, here'y o Rt Pyt

sanil, cdid Phoy =ay doser ! Sialf Moo r-oaner Byan jusd

CHAHGING TIMES) Sazty. Bodbywond Ve s Closoie ont

Kl Hada T Mot wven sl bullets,
wooden stakes, and marriages o
Pesde James could do that,

CRYSTAL

BALL

What will motion-
controlled bowling
be like without
anything in your
hand? The Ball
swears we're going
to find out very
so0n.. Where's
Grand Theft Auto
going after Liberty
City? The Ball
thinks Rockstar
won't mess with

a proven thing
and will return to
Vice City...Is more
of Monkey Island
an the way to Live
Arcade? Yes, 5ays
The Ball, but not
from where you
might think.

L Safprriefg MLh edlln a0d e wil
rekbnier pioch, wll i pertendn



« DROPPED Their Lawsuil agairst EBnlerplay,
did Faifoee publisher Bethesda. The ance:great
wWdengame fause, now jusl a shell ol its former
sel, I paossing fonwand wilh & Fallow? MMORPG,
wvahich was ike subject of he lxssuit, [Beibesda
Wi Iying 1o stap il fom being made.] Infemplay
CAn mow conbnue work an e game, cade-namasd
Frofest ¥ L O caurse, Inerplay is still looking o
@t Enterpdied in A counler-suit against Bethesda,
Bt the resules of fhag TitigarEn reain 1o B geseny,

TRIED Tu sign Bungis befomw Actiision

beat them aut, did A "W had ealensive
conversations with them, bl could meves really
Fipurd Qi & deal 1lal mdde senses for bokh of
s, EA Pariners head David Defdarming
reEwabed, VI st ida'l come ta roition.® It wowld
seem Ehat Ei only offered them the moan, whils
Adtivision tounbered by promising Bungiethe
mann god the slars, 15 Cosmis Ecanamics 104
You can't igngre the significance and valee of a
clusler ol red dwaraes,

sparrly

= DEPARTED ubisoft did Cint Hotking,
o Ol the (ompany™s [ap creative dirsckars. The
man wha headed desalapment on Splinfer Cell
Chaos fweary and Far Cry 2 is seeting a now
thallangs i his carser “lam prowd — brgond
measure = of the hand work fhag 1]s&] arsd my
taolleagues have dine here™ he wrote in his
lareamil Ebag enbny. Uh, we are coo, Cling, We'e
such unabashed Choos Thepry Fans amund hiere
Ihat we achually commisssanad & 12-Teal-tall
branze sfabue al you, You're wseloomss 1o admire 8
in our lebby the reed 1 v wisil

HE=HUH: e screeiimes ke i repoc] the mosihiy

NNl Sales Mo hive, Sub o bowrsecr ge

1, il e I pred PE3 Ty Mo 1 SErs

a« RESIGMED His post as
president af Lucasarts, did Darrell
Rodrmuer. The siory, confimsd by reas

blog Kolaku, notes that sevenl meshers of

e s UL g e depart 15 wath hem.
Lutasiim®s peary Boserman will serde as the
Intenm boss while & parmanang eplscement s
Loughl. This would rommnally B2 the padt whens
we'd playlully mock Bodniguse? 1os Some Crasy
detision he made during his tenune, Bl we'na
1alkir A 1he man wha greenlit not one, bt
wsa remakoss of Monkey Isiand. For thal, be gets
carte blanchie Tnam gs

F CHARGIMNG Fos anline play — staring
with Tiger Woeds PGS Towr 31 — is Ei Befoe
woei Treak gl ard larm the company®s Redwond

Shares hezdguarers with pilchforks and torches,

however, know tnat thie $ 10 Fee
walll apnly anly to s oevllband
[, used) copies of their

gamas. & code vaill ba i hpdad
fhat will allow free 3L0ess (o
fhase who purchase E& tirles
new. "I the original acoess code
nas Dean rodesned ardgd A
wiish b0 gt acc e st to thae anlins
corlend, ™ 1he £eepany explaimed,
“Wau CAN Acess a freg seven-day
tnal or agdicional Oaline Pass e will
D available far $10.7 Translatian: ~IF
vou'ne a BAD, BAD FERSON who pave
all your meney to GamaStop insiead
ol us, we'l 50 And a way bo milk you drg?
HAHAHAHAHAHA!™

August 2010

Biethesda dide't want Interplay
maaking & Falfoea! MM, fearing 5
wauld muin the fanchise’s pealy
bankabde name,

Apparently,
“back-office
stuff” can
include suing
the people
behind your
successful
franchise.

SPEAKIMNG o Gall, sulapaken pro
linksman John Daly ks starming in an wpcaming
360 videaame. Dubbed fohn Daiy's AroSrroke
Gl il promises an “authentlc golf videcgame
experience.” That may be irue, Bt for 3 g like
Raly wha's chyiously mot in, uh, peak phsical
condiion, 1= 7 a good idea oo opis] piur name
nesl o 1R vwanrd “FraSemebke™T Then again, i4's
henier |han Tiges Woods adopling the FraStnoke
moniker. Hay:eonecash! Spesking of Daly, has
anyome ever seen him and E5PN Baseboll Tonighe
analyst lohn Krok in hie came place at the same
lime? Wa're jusl Sendn’...

EXPRESSED its hastlalt love for s
employess, did Activision, the behemoih
publisher vahgte ropualation has taken mone
hits im recent manths ihan Lindsay Lokan by
the Mallewood press machice, “We fres! our
duvelopers eatremely well,” aciivision OO0 and
CFQ Thamas Tippl promised the Los Angeles
Tirrzees in the wake of the Infiniy 'Ward easdis hal
S0 SELEED hidads a5 'Wed], Vince 2ampella.
and rmrore than 35 others leaes the Magerm
Warkare enaker. “We have an independent-
sbudig model that provides thiem a ot af creatie
freedom while we take case of the back-office squl
Ak Chesy £am Bacus an making games.” Apparenthy,
“back-othoe stul™ someiimes ckydes sping the
foiirsling masterminds behind your
most successlul Taing hiss
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The OXM Dashboar

A channel-by-channel guide to the newest
and coolest stuff on Xbox Live

The Stars of Summer

This year's Summer of Arcade is here, and Microsoft has unveiled its dazzling
selection of the hottest downloadable titles to hit Marketplace since 2009's

blowaout! Check out this amazing lineup and start cherry-picking your friends
now — there's a lot of co-op and multiplayer this time!

Lara Croft:
_ Guardian of Light
Castlevania: Develaper: Crystal Dynamics

Hﬂ rm D”.]IIJ' Twedr plaspar co-ap in B wield llEd with

' cfurmshling remples, glant spiders, and somp
l'l_-ll||r DE’E,GQ Il.r- gy PO ed wariors., Yau ane & huddy
l"l*-.-'L‘I'I"u:‘r' H'l I"'i shiod and =cour Bar collegfibdes whals puzrhe-
£ O] » RANET

solving Envionmentad obstackes as & team.

The Tang-tearing {rew T i
thal puis 1he mopey Cas g
uf Taniighr la shame J'{

ik

refurns bo XELA wilh an
all-rieww, sieplayer ode 1o
I achionplaifomming.
For o oy Moy af

ST, see page B, :
10 (

Limbo

Developer: PlayDead

Thiz moody, lethal platformer — about a boy
Irging o FeRCis ik 2iSEeT oM.yl gliessdd
1...limbo — has the polential 1o be 2010 artwy
darimg for all of you houghiFul [and skillfull
gamers out there, Spatlighted on page 323



k.
My crni

- Avatar Alert'

I

|

| Dress up

il your Avatar

| with clothing
and praps
from Awvatar R st a N
Marketplace! (180 WS Pen (57 (3200 MS Prs (547

aome of our
mare recent
fawes take a turn
Fear the weird...

O

LOST FLAKLIT 2 EIrD DE&D DT WFTINN
Cardiam prap Lassn piap
|

| 1320 M5 Fis, [%&]]

140 WS L. |81

Manday Night Combat

Dl'."-.'l.ill.'.'rfl'l Uber Enferfainment
Logking hize a bife-siyed, thard-person Tean Fosiaess Jbai's
shodler gors ourmament-sigle wilk ils sens-based syslbem ol

chiiad
inrpame money ard prizes,

Fir CRa550s g an alll and leam-bascd mulilplager for

Hydro Thunder Hurricane

Leveloper: Vector Unit

P g 10 Bonoosnes sad wiay 10 e finish line 25 Lhe
oeakneck waler 'f-.'||1r||:'|'_ MTade £lascif MHpdrd e gels
a rewartip, This brand-new wersion boasis slick .|-..|.'|I-=. ani

eighd tracks ol hypar-racing — peraner-ups included!

LODKIMG FOR & DEALT Me g50e, mes re aimesg 12 gar poo a-othe
Loy S0 ofeormeng bhae Lw Deady of (he sl Sy Dol

= Want to give
your custom
Abox 360 Avatar

a workout? The Indie Games
you do just that

of new offerings that let

— at affordable prices, too!

BABY MAKER
EXTREME

Daveloper: Stegersaurus Games
Price: B0 M5 P15, (51)

A button-mashing, shotput-style
game that challenges you to see
just how far you can launch your
fetal-positioned Avatar across an
entire hospital Moor.

AVATAR ONSLAUGHT
Doveloper: SniperEDo0F

Price: 80 M5 Pts. [51)

Strafe and shoot water balloons

at encroaching Avatar enemies to
keep them from crossing the line.
‘Watch ouwt for their retiern fire!
Multiplayer included.

AVATAR AQUARIUM
Developer: DigitalDHA

Price: B0 M5 Pis, (51)

Strictly for relanation and o see
Just how welrd the Indie Games
channel ean get, this entry lets
wour Avalar swim im an agquarium,

You heard right, e

AVATAR NINJA
Developer: Milkstone Studios
Price: BO M5 Pts. (51)
Sidescrollimg test of your dexterity.
You have to rhythmically press

the A button to keep your Avatar
running, while hitting other
buttons to jump, duck, and mone.

AVATAR CANNON

Develaper: Lighthouse Games

Prica: 240 M5 Pts. (53]

How far atross an African savannah
CAN you canndn-Laench your

Avatar? Past rhinos and snakes?

Silly fun that plays a bit llke Baby B
Maker Exfremne, but with fewer

birth jokes,

Bugust 2000 F weavey e o F DFFC

e

channel is full
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GIVE US $20
AND WE'LL
GIVE YOU
OVER $200
IN COUPONSY

*OME YEAR SUBSCRIFTION IS $9.53; AT LEAST 530 1M COUPONS IN BEACH ISSUE

“Gamex OSUBSCRIBE TO

Get at least $20 in coupons off gaming purchases in every is

Mo-nonsense reviews af the best garmes for all platforms

Mever buy a bad game again!

DONT MISS YOUR CHANCE TO BUY THE PREMIER
ISSUE OF @GAMER AND GET

WVERY LIMITED QLIANTITIES: OfRLY AvAILABLE AT YOLIR LOCAL BEST BLY STOR

Subscribe now and get a full year (10 issues) of @GAMER
For just $19.99 — a savings of 67% off the in-store price!

WWW.ATGAMERMAGAZINE.COM/REPLYNOW




I
OXM Versus

Once a month we set aside the piles of
waork and pick up our controllers just for
fun, and you're invited! Loak for Alaina
OXM, Corey OXM, David OXM, Francesca
M, Intern OXM, Kevin OXM, and ‘E}'ﬂn
OXM on Xbox Live at 7 p.m. Eastern;

4 p.m. Pacific on the following dates, and

be ready to play these games! ﬂ""'ﬁf

-

Make new staffers Alaina
and David vour first victims!

Enjoy us anytime with KOXM!

NEED MORE OXM? well, me need moce of you, too. Sotuseintn |
KXREM R, our weiskly (freef] pedio podcast, and 161's halp each other i II.I:_:-__:]r
il Esch week we disouss the latest Xboe happenings, make fun of them,

and then make fun of cerselves. B, and vee alss hre regular developer |
interaievs, no-helds-hamed anatysis, and community inberaction with =
v in our ll-Trise, 2477 KOXM Voloe Mallbox. Go ahead, call us) sl =
dial =57 7-A04-1337, exbension 654,

HEED MORE REASONS TO TUMNE IN7 tow about cor sxclusiee
Intereipws with 1he Bees of Bungie (Holo: feach) and LucasAris (Momkey iclaed
Speciol Edition 2: LeTherk™s Reveage] ! Curweekly shows are rzazghly an hiour
long and, &% abways, 1odally freel Subscribe now on Tures Gesl seaick lor “0XMW*
Or "Abax™ in Chie iTunies Slocel, ea Fune Marketplace. or on our podoast wabsite,
hncated at Sdipe ) oompodcast. podibdan.cam. Yous'll be glad wou did

THE OXM REPORT

Taking a break between games? Check out The OXM
Report, our free, instant wideos on the Inside

~_  Xbox channel on Xbox Live. You'll find senses-
.. Ghattering Q&As with the makers of Cail

% of Duty: Black Ops, Crockdown 2, Laro

Croft and the Guardion of Light, and
more, Tou can even scroll through the
archives and see interviews you mizsad!
Don't miss out: click those slides and let
the streaming goodness begin!

OFFICLAL XBOX MAGAZIMNE 9%



@ xBOX n THE SEX OF XBOX

Lust in Translation

Games with adult content often / & =5
aren’t as adult as we’d like

Sex sells, and dhis old adage s especially relewant
1 the games industng, whaose audience is full of
yeung malas, '3 N surpise thal video games
featunire buxam ladsss with lors of confnies and
lile €lodhing awe a commen staple, and as fasas
I'm concemed, (hal's akay, | haye ni Fll'lJtl""m'-'-irh
aviden game throwing in some hanky panky bo
sella few mcee dogies, I'm A guy. 1790 5  gamer, and
digatal shaggery Is just dandy.

Bigt I'd e il developers wowkd stop patronizing
urs by £laimang 183 1he 50 in their games is an
importand pled device. As video gamsss e 1o
b faken serousty by the mainstream, emtic
esCapades have hecome quille cammean. Mass
Efieer, Dragon Age. and Alpha Profoced — as well as
PGy games like Koy fodn and dod af Far ) = all
Fgreed chime, The commsan thead Baking them, opet
freen TRA, is the facl thal each game’s dovelopss
claimed cofus was inlegral fo the game. in none of
ihese cases is thal bue.

EioWare i5 a champlon of the st soene, with
producer Mark Laidlaw Claiming that il halps higld
homds betwean chara<ters and crextes "an eitn
lerpar o care ™ Arel yal, fhe studia's baen fisned
alempEls 1o pamay sen
malchid cerby by the vagid way i valich (s s
SLONes M pamed, In Drogan dge, for cample,
voui g @ characior ba hed nod by natural and
cpaitanedus interaction. but by compleling veny
pame-lke gl s, v Pl 1 maks in-game
chinlcess 1hat the desired character agrees with, ar
give chem gifts oo mise an Approsval stazistic. n
psera, [P Al dly realistic eelatieeship has
been bolled dosm to a transparent algorithm — litlle
maae lhan a mini-gamee farwhich a Badly animated,
cheesily directed, PG-13 See scene s the ewaed.

Whai's mnre, ance youve achieved interoourse,
that"s It. ¥ou've “son™ at relalionships, and you
dan't hiined oo deal wich this charcler ansmrone.
Exca@l Iod mayhe o sLal increase of alher o
af-g A remard, thers ame a0 narmacrae Consedis-n.
ces for getting someone in the sack. Thomaghly
meaningless. The sex exiils nol as an integraled
pleoe of Bragan Age®s slony, but as ils aam self-
coniained game, an oblective 10 be met and
forgotten. So much for that exira lager of care.

nghulimtimacy are

Alnfg Predoced has Similas (rouibdes, Gossdian™s
Hathan Dawis once {old me (bl the game®s sox
wioidid be satishying bant "asieful,” when what be
appamndly meant was “nonexisient.” Aipha’s bype
made 2 big deal aboul ramanding wamen, Bul vl
again you simply grind statistics until the wosnan of
your chidce comes a-calling, and when she does,
ihie game fints at sex before the screen Exdes to
Black. Yeou car®™ even be s arygthing aclpally
happened. Hardly the oucial esample of human
Inferacisan thal developers like o promode.

Keanwhile, qHedvy Rove {reaior David Cage has
claimed that 1he gamse’s sex sCemes ane iImportant
ta thee sbarg, and Ehey've Been ouled 35 aristic,
But I faund 1them distubing, neshed, badly
placed, morhid, and Iinappropiate — not a sign
of maburty.

Developers pretend that sex for sex's sake
i (b aam il he enlépeice, but § e vel 1o
s g [ull-om s8% scene in a siden gama that didn't
laok shallow. IF# hasn't been included 1orthe
sake of male grabification, il's there 1o by t0 give
the dupdicitous appearance 1hat 5 game is mane
adulz. Fersonally, I'd prefer a sca scene bo be
Tor gratification maiber than a lalse and shafows
shinw of maldnicy. A7 1east 515 inbellecislly
henest 1o admit you're just Irgirg 0 lurn
Ramers on.

That's why I respect games like Saponelfe mone
than games like Dragon Age. Soyonerto doesn't
hide bekind "ari” to juslify sox, Platinom Games
wasn't irging to food arpone: it wanied to ==l as
Mary gamss as possibhe, 5o i gaee us TAA I no
insulting us by pretending 1hay Bayonetia is a deep
characterwith a profound message behind hes
verigglineg mips and ingregsing nudicg,

[ievelopers. have Iwo chaices: they aither
=] Lo Fully ictegrate s inla & game, (oenplate
weith Eangibde imnpllcatlons ard narmbse Impack,
of iRy should just admil chat iU sex for sed's
sake, Eithier apprasch is Hne by me. But traing
to have il bolh weys — lapy half-measunes,
Backad up by prétentious backslapping =
i dishanesl, Even 8 gratuilous @amse [
Decd ar Alive Parodise has more inlegnty
than that. — lim Sterling

Currently the reviews editor at Destructoid,
JIM STERLING is a video game reviewer,
raconteur, and editorial gun-for-hire who
offers colorful commentary and (sometimes)
controversial opinions Lo gamers who
appreciate a sideways look at the industry.
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THE CLOSER HE GETS TO THE TRUTH, THE CLOSER IT GETS TO HIM.

BEFORE YOU PLAY THE GAME,
WATCH THE PREQUEL.

SRIGHT FALLS

AT XBOX.COM/ALANWAKE




AVAILABLE 8-24:10 PRE-ORDER YOUR COPY NOW

MAFIATT.

PLEASE ¥ISIT MAFIAZGAME.COM FOR HEWS ABOUT THE LIPCOMING DEMD

@ xBox360. Re  PhvsX
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Our goaliis toipreserveiclassicvideo game magazines' soithat
they are not lost permanently:

Peopleiinterested in helping out(in‘any'capacity;
please visitus at retromags.com.
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